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WHERE HAS ALL THE MONEY GONE? 


A bombshell was produced by th ^Financial 
Times in June 1992 when an article revealed 
that the assets of the Church Commissioners 
had fallen by some £800m from £3bn to £2.2bn. 

This Diocese was instrumental in asking 
for an investigation into the problems exposed 
in the article. After a question at the July 
General Synod in York, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury launched an enquiry to be under- 
taken by ‘the Lambeth Group’. 

The Lambeth Group which included 
prominent people from appropriate 
sections of business, quickly asked 
Coopers and Lybrand to undertake a 
detailed examination of the Church 
Commissioners’ financial affairs. 

When the report was produced earlier 
this year it was incorporated by the 
Lambeth Group into their composite 
report. 

The Group’s report is clear and 
constructive. Of course the serious mis- 
takes are given prominence but it makes 
sensible recommendations for the fu- 
ture which need to be quickly addressed 
and acted upon. 

The Church Commissioners by their very 
history are not like any other business. They 
have inherited a large part of their assets in 
the form of land and property. However, their 
management should reflect good commercial 
practice and this is where the mistakes were 
made. 

Accountability for decisions 

One of the key issues raised in the report was 
management structure and accountability for 
decision making. The structure gave exclusive 
authority to the Assets Committee which was 
reponsible for the investment strategy. The 
control of what information was given to the 
Assets Committee lay primarily in the hands 
of the First Church Estates Commissioner, 
the Committee Chairman and the Secretary 
through whom all eleven departments re- 
ported. In turn the Assets Committee reported 
to the General Purposes Committee but only 
through the Chairman. The report finds that 
essential information, necessary to form in- 
vestment strategy, was not given to the Assets 


How did the Church Commis- 
sioners come to lose £ 800 m of 
assests in property speculation? 
How will this affect our Dio- 
cese? John Prodger, Chairman 
of the Board of Finance and one 
of the first to call for an enquiry 
into the Commissioners fi- 
nances, explains. 
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Committee and many decisions were taken 
without proper reference to them. 

The Church Commissioners are primarily 
involved in providing funds for clergy pen- 
sions and support for clergy stipends. In the 
early 1980’s ambitious plans were carried out 
for increasing the value of clergy pensions, 
which demanded more income from assets, 
and increasing clergy stipends in line with the 
Retail Price Index. 

The Commissioners soon found in the mid- 
eighties that more and more income was 
required. They resorted to speculative prop- 
erty deals and this continued even into 1990 
when the property market was in rapid de- 
cline. Money was borrowed for this purchase 
through unsecured loans and to achieve short 
term increases in income, resort was made to 
‘bond-washing’. 

The Report reviews their financial com- 
mitments, in particular the level and type of 
support that they are able to give to the 
Church’s ministry and any additional finan- 
cial support for the ministry which will be 
needed from dioceses and parishes. It also 


recommends that the Commissioners avoid 
making commitments which leave so little 
margin for error that they are vulnerable to 
unforseen changes in economic conditions. 
This refers in particular to the commitments 
made to improve pensions. 

By now I can hear the cry that parishes 
are already making significant sacrificial con- 
tributions and are being asked for more 
because of the reduction in the Asset Commis- 
sioners’ Grants. 

In this Diocese we had anticipated a 
fall in the Commissioners’ Grants last 
year and our projections show that there 
is a need to be self-sufficient by the year 
2000. This will mean significant savings 
will have to be made, and to this end the 
Bishop of Oxford has set up a Task 
Force to look at ‘Ministry, Man and 
Woman-power and Money’. It will draw 
conclusions and recommend actions in 
time for the budget plans in 1995 and 
beyond. 

The reduction in the Grant from the 
Church Commissioners next year 
amounts to an equivalent of five per cent on 
the Parish Share. So we have a huge challenge 
which must be met if the Church as we know 
it is to survive. 

Need for simpler structure 

Finally let us return to the report of the 
Lambeth Group who have identified some 
wider issues. They say, “We believe that the 
Church would benefit from a simpler organi- 
sational structure. If this already existed we 
believe that the questions which now need 
urgent answers would have been dealt with 
earlier, and that, in consequence the Church 
would not now be faced with the need to make 
major decisions under pressure of time. We 
consider that it is appropriate that the Church 
review these aspects of its overall organisa- 
tion in the light of its present-day activities 
and requirements. It should not underesti- 
mate the magnitude of the task that it faces, 
neither should it underestimate the resources 
God has given to it.” I echo those sentiments. 
John Prodger is a former chairman of the trus- 
tees of a large pension fund . 
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ORDER 
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What it means to be a terti- 
ary in the Society of St Francis 



UGANDAN CHOIR 
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On a recent tour of the UK, 
the AYF Choir touched many 
lives. Now they talk about 
their relationship with God. 
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The making of the new 
church in Owlsmoor 


From the earth-bound to 
the heavenly! 


IN OUR CHRISTMAS ISSUE: 
Hope Price writes about the 
angel-experiences which 
prompted her to write a 
book. 

Reflections on the past year 
from some of the people 
who have featured in our 
pages in 1993, and Home 
Thoughts about Christmas 
from around the world. 


Catch up on the latest news from Ambridge and read 
about God in the Life of Norman Painting of 'The Archers' 
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NEWS BACKGROUND 


r KNOW~ YOUR FAITH n 

A pocket-guide to the basics 
of the Christian faith 

3. Who is Jesus? 


Almost everyone approves of Jesus. Even the old-style Marx- 
ists claimed him as an early Communist. Muslims honour him 
as a prophet. And people who have no particular religious 
beliefs, among them some politicians, are keen to identify him 
with their pet causes. It’s strange to think, too, that a man who 
in his life-time was regarded as a dangerous rebel and trouble- 
maker should be so universally honoured by the respectable 
people of our day. 

But the danger of this is that everyone creates their own 
‘Jesus’ and ignores the real one, who lived in a specific time 
and said and did things that are part of the historical record of 
the human race. Christians believe in Jesus of Nazareth. We 
can’t invent him, because he already exists. 

Of course it’s not always easy to sort out all the details and 
square all the different pictures of Jesus which we are given in 
the Gospels. But I think anyone who reads them with an open 
mind would come to the conclusion that they describe a very 
attractive person, who spoke with tremendous authority, lived 
his life almost entirely for the benefit of others - and claimed 
a uniquely intimate relationship with God, whom he constantly 
referred to as his ‘Father’. 

Many years ago a friend of mine was offered the role of 
Jesus in Jesus Christ Superstar in the West End of London. He 
was not a practising Christian and admitted that he didn’t know 
much about Jesus. But he wanted, lie said, to “research the 
role”. I lent him a copy of the four Gospels and suggested he 
tried reading them. 

A few days later he rang me back. He’d read them through 
time and again. They were marvellous, exciting, thrilling. 
“This chap Jesus,” he said. “If he wasn’t the Son of God, then 
his script-writer was.” 

For Christians, Jesus is the Son of God, of course. And it 
is who he is combined with what he did that makes him the 
most important human being who ever lived. 

David Winter 

The Revd David Winter is the Bishop's Officer for Evangelism 


Sharing our resources with Canada 



My View: on Cre 


The present wealth of publica- 
tions in popular science is an 
indication of a lively interest in 
the universe which we inhabit. 
Areas of enquiry such as the 
new understanding of genetics, 
the sub-atomic world and the 
very early universe are no longer 
so closely confined to academic 
establishments, specialist jour- 
nals and occasional reports in 
newspapers. Science writers and 
some scientists themselves have 
shown an increasing interest in 
bringing the frontiers of present 
scientific research in layman’s 
terms, to the person in the street 
(or pew). 

A single sentence referring to 
the mind of God was said to 
have enhanced the sale of 
Stephen Hawking’s best seller 
A Brief History of Time. People 


who buy such books are some- 
times looking for insights into 
questions that are beyond the 
scope of science. It was not the 
author’s intention to raise theo- 
logical or even philosophical is- 
sues. He holds no particular re- 
ligious belief. Nonetheless the 
history of our universe and the 
nature of space and time are not 
matters that can be totally di- 
vorced from the place and pur- 
pose of humanity in Creation 
and its eventual destiny. At some 
point the scientific understand- 
ing of our world begins to have 
relevance to our faith. 

Some books seek to raise 
wider issues and a full spectrum 
of opinion may be found. There 
are those writers who would dis- 
miss any consideration of pur- 
pose in the universe, attributing 


the complexity of nature to blind 
chance. Others would argue that 
the laws of nature are transcend- 
ent, more fundamental than re- 
ality itself and necessarily so for 
the universe to have come into 
existence. From a wealth of 
writings emerge both valid the- 
istic and atheistic views of Crea- 
tion. 

Not only have scientists and 
science writers addressed such 
questions but those with back- 
grounds in both science and the- 
ology have contributed richly to 
the interaction of science and 
religion in the light of modem 
scientific understanding. How 
well our theological colleges are 
educating the future clergy in 
these issues is a question for 
serious consideration. In this 
Decade of Evangelism our faith 


Eight members of the Oxford Diocese y s Par- 
ish Resources Department spent three weeks 
in Canada in September working alongside 
staff from the Anglican Diocese of Toronto's 
Program Resources Department. Next sum- 
mer the Canadian team will make a return 
visit to the Oxford Diocese. The exchange is 
part of a project to help the two departments 
learn more about each other , especially about 
how they encourage lay ministry. It has been 
financed by the Maple Leaf Fellowship , a 
British fund set up to help overseas work. 
“Seeing another diocese grapple with issues 
that are common in the Oxford Diocese has 
been very gratifying, " said Keith Lamdin who 
led the Oxford team. He is pictured ( third 
from the right) with members of both depart- 
ments outside St Paul's Church , Newmarket , 
north of Toronto. 


y Hilary Martin 


needs to be presented as a cred- 
ible message and one in line 
with our present understanding 
of nature. Our clergy need to be 
as well informed as anyone who 
considers these matters both in- 
side and outside the Church. 

Hilary Martin 

Hilary Martin is a science teacher 
at The Holt School and a member of 
All Saints Church, Wokingham . 
Further reading: Creation and 
the World of Science by AR 
Peacocke, Clarendon, Oxford, 
1979. Science and Creation by 
John Polkinghome, SPCK 1988. 
Rational Theology and the Crea- 
tivity of God by Keith Ward, 
Blackwell, Oxford 1982. The 
Mind of God? by Paul Davies, 
Simon and Schuster 1992.* 
What is your view ? Why 
not write and tell us? 


Specialist Civil/Structural Engineering Contractors 
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involved in the Project 

Thatcham House, Station Road, 
Thatcham, Berks 

Tel: 0635 873733 


NEW BUILDINGS AT 
HEADINGTON QUARRY 


WESTERN COUNTIES 

COMITRUCriCN 

Are pleased to have been main contractors to 
this Project 


75 High Street, Witney, Oxon 0X8 6LX 
Telephone 0993 703484 
Fax 0993 771618 


WEATHERHEAD 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

WYATTS BARN. OXFORD ROAD. 

ADDERBURY, BANBURY. 

OXFORDSHIRE OX 1 7 3HG El 

TEL: (0295) 81 1932 — FAX: (0295) 812280 
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T AMES McGARRY & KEVIN GERRING 

Architects & Interior Designers 


The Old Bakery, Church Road, Wheatley, Oxford 0X9 1 LZ 

Tel: 0865 875575 Fax: 0865 87 55 02 

Are pleased to have 
been involved as 
Architects 

to the Project 


TWO new buildings are 
altering life for the church 
and community of 
Headington Quarry. Up till 
now there has been just the 
parish church in its beautiful 
setting and the old 1864 vic- 
arage in its remarkable 2!4 
acre garden. The parish of 
12,000 souls has never had 
a church hall. The vicarage 
with its large rooms has 
done its best to provide the 
facility for meetings. But 
now we have a fine new vic- 
arage, well positioned and 
maintaining the loveliest 
part of the old garden. A hall 
has been created out of the 
coachhouse. This name is 


being kept to indicate the 
partnership between the 
diocese and the trust which 
has built it. The main space 
is a hall 35' x 19' with 
kitchen, usual facilities and 
in the old garage a room 
suitable for meetings of a 
dozen or less. 

The whole project is being 
built principally for the peo- 
ple of Headington Quarry 
and is managed by trustees. 
We hope too that charitable 
and similar organisations 
will use if from within the city 
and diocese. 

Already considerable 
interest in being shown. 
There is a good car park, 



disabled facilities, the usual 
equipment of tables and 
chairs, a kitchen fully 
stocked with crockery, cut- 
lery, oven, microwave etc 
and the use of a telephone. 


We hope to develop a gar- 
den at the back, safely 
enclosed, for children. The 
building, situated in Quarry 
Road, is protected by an 
alarm and safety lights. 



FAIRLEY BROWN & CO LTD 

Heating, Plumbing, Mechanical Services 

We carried out the complete Heating & 
Plumbing Services for this project. 

77a Wilson Road 
Reading RG3 2RT 
Tel: (0734) 581641/2/3 
Fax: (0734) 503233 


(muca3 


Hives Partnership 

Chartered Architects: 

Town Planners — Interior Designers 

ARCHITECTS TO THE 
PROJECT 

46 Queens Road, Reading, RG1 4BD 
Tel: 0734 587331 Fax: 0734 394119 


HARRY I 

RUSSELL 

BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 

(A Pvt of Coffer and Coley Limited) 



COLLIER & CATLEY LTD 

Building & Civil Engineering 
Contactors 


Building Contractors to tke 
Headington Project 

Patrick Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 8DF 
Tel: (0734) 478444 
Fax: (0734) 461086 
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LISTERS Consulting Engineers 

PO Box 12, Woodstock 0X7 IlDTel: (0993) 812847. Fax: (0993) 813495 

Are pleased to have been 
Consultant Engineers 
to the Project 
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'Convinced Evangelical' 
to be next Bishop of 
Buckingham 


A former Oxford vicar is to 
be the next Bishop of Buck- 
ingham. He is Canon Colin 
Bennetts who is well known 
in the Diocese having been 
Rural Dean of Oxford from 
1984 to 1989 and Vicar of St 
Andrew’s Summertown 
from 1980 to 1990. During 
his time there the church saw 
considerable growth and 
now has one of the largest 
congregations in the city. 

When the news of his ap- 
pointment came from 10 Down- 
ing Street on October 25 Canon 
Bennetts said: “I am very much 
looking forward to working with 
the people of Buckinghamshire. 
I am a great optimist about the 
future of God’s Church despite 
the many challenges we face. 
Clear leadership will be impor- 
tant both in the management of 
change and in the setting of clear 
spiritual objectives for the next 
century.” 

The present Vicar of St An- 
drews, the Revd Robert Key was 
delighted at the choice. “Colin 
is a convinced evangelical who 
will be a great pastor of all his 
clergy regardless of their 
churchmanship. I am very en- 
couraged because he is some- 
body who has been a parish 
priest and seen a parish grow 
and knows what mission on the 



ground is all about.” 


Bom in 1940, Colin Bennetts 
was ordained in 1965 and came 
to Oxford in 1969 to serve a 
second curacy at St Aldate’s. 
During that time he was also 
chaplain to the Oxford Pastor- 
ate. In 1973 he became assist- 
ant chaplain at Jesus College 
and served as Chaplain from 
1975 until he went to 'St 
Andrew’s. In 1990 he became 
Director of Ordinands in the 
Diocese of Chester and a Canon 
Residentiary of Chester Cathe- 
dral. 

Both Colin and his wife Ve- 
ronica have a great interest in 
music. She has been involved 
in musical education for many 
years and has written and di- 


rected two community operas 
and was also music - co- 
ordinator for the 1992 Chester 
Mystery Plays. He has a par- 
ticular interest in medieval mu- 
sic as well as middle eastern 
politics and woodcutting. The 
Bennetts have four children, 
Duncan (25), Katharine (23), 
Jonathan (21) and Anna (20). 

The present Bishop of Buck- 
ingham, the Rt Revd Simon 
Burrows retires at the end of 
January. At the time of going to 
press no date had been fixed for 
Canon Bennett’s consecration 
which is expected to take place 
in London at the end of April. 

And an 

Oxford Chaplain 
to be Bishop of 
Basingstoke 

Canon Geoffrey Rowell 
Chaplain and Tutor at Keble 
College, Oxford, is to be the 
new Bishop of Basingstoke in 
the Diocese of Winchester. He 
is on the Catholic wing of the 
Church and his interests lie in 
19th century church history and 
links with the Orthodox 
churches. He is also a great 
traveller who has led many 
student expeditions including 
one across the Karakorum 
highway to Pakistan. 


MORE QUIET GARDENS FLOWER 


A Quiet Garden retreat centre is to open in Canada. 
Others will be opened soon in Kansas, and Jackson 
in Mississippi and yet another has recently started 
up closer to home in Walmer in Kent. 

The first Quiet Garden opened last year at 
Stoke Poges in Buckinghamshire and there is now 
a second one in the Diocese at Medmenham near 
Reading. The idea is that people make part of their 
home available on a regular basis as a place of 
retreat and prayer. The Revd Philip Roderick, 
Director of the Chiltem Christian Training Pro- 
gramme, who developed the idea of the retreat 
centres after a tour of spiritual centres in India and 


America, said that the Quiet Gardens witness to 
the value of stillness and of making teaching 
about prayer available to local people. “It in- 
volves the stewardship of resources and the min- 
istry of hospitality. Quiet Gardens compliment 
the larger retreat houses and encourage people to 
share their property on an occasional basis,” he 
says. 

If you would consider lending your home or part of it as 
a Quiet Garden or know sombody who mighty contact 
Philip Roderick on 0494 521605. Kind porter also needed 
to bring small parcel of tiles for the Quiet Garden from 
Jerusalem to England. If you can help ringNoreen Cooper 
on 0753 644273. 


The ethics of business 

A new initiative in business ethics aimed at encouraging businesses 
to develop an ethical statement and code of practice has been 
launched by the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries and 
Lord Laing of Dumphail, Life President of United Biscuits. 

In an easy-to-read specially written booklet called Business 
Values , Bishop Richard and Lord Laing have set out a Christian 
perspective on ‘the value of business and its values’ . Their approach 
is straightforward and suitable for any company however small. 

Starting with the assumption that there are certain shared values 
that all human beings hold, whatever their religious beliefs, the 
booklet will be used as the basis of an initiative aimed at encourag- 
ing businesses to develop an ethical policy which will be in line with 
those shared values. Amongst the subjects covered are personnel, 
competition and confidentiality. “We have to ask ourselves if what 
we are planning to do in our business decisions is good for 
employees as well as for our shareholders, and as good for the 
country as it is for those groups. We therefore need to think in two 
dimensions - on the business plane and as citizens with a duty to the 
well-being of the whole nation,” concludes the booklet. 

lud Bishop and Lord Laing have been members of a working 
party which includes Charles Green, formerly Deputy Chief Execu- 
tive of National Westminister Bank, Geoffrey Brand, former Un- 
der-Secretary Department of Employment and Norman Russell, 
Rector of Gerrards Cross. 

Copies of Business Values are available from The Communica- 
tions Officer, Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 4NB. 


Women priests 
look forward 
to April 

The first women priests in Eng- 
land are expected to be ordained 
in this Diocese next April. Six 
venues in different parts of the 
Diocese including Christ 
Church Cathedral and St 
Mary’s, Banbury, have been 
booked for the weekend of April 
16 and 17. The legislation to 
ordain women priests has still 
to be debated by both Houses 
before receiving the Royal As- 
sent and April 1993 looks like 
the earliest possible date for the 
ordinations to take place. 

The 70 women deacons ex- 
pected to be ordained to the 
priesthood include the Revd 
Canon Judith Mount, Associ- 
ate Director of Ordinands and 
the Revd Gill Sumner, Vice- 
Principal of the Oxford Dioc- 
esan Ministry course . 


Forward 
in Faith 

The Forward in Faith 
movement, formed after the vote 
to ordain women to the 
priesthood, is ‘alive and kicking’ 
says Father John Mortiboys, 
Assistant Priest at All Saints, 
Reading who reports on a 
conference of the movement in 
Cowley on October 1. 

The Revd John Broadhurst, 
chairman of Forward in Faith, 
brought members up-to-date on 
current developments and 
archdeaconry groups began to 
discuss the formation of a 
support network. 

The conference was urged 
to make it as clear as possible 
that the ordination of women to 
the priesthood is regarded as a 
sympton of a deeply rooted 
disease which appears to have 
taken hold of the Church of 
England with gathering 
momentum over the last quarter 
of a century. The balanced 
teaching of the Book of Common 
Prayer is seen to have been 
largely overthrown; the 
scriptural accounts of the 
Resurrection, the vigin birth and 
other aspects of the creeds and 
Holy Scripture denied with 
impunity. 

Grass-roots 

This was the background be- 
hind Forward in Faith which, 
the conference was reminded, is 
a grass-roots movement to help 
all who are distressed by the 
present uncertainty. 

Out of 4,000 priests on its 
lists, 185 are in the Oxford 
Diocese plus another 1,000 lay 
people. 

Nobody knows how the 
bishops latest ‘Manchester 11’ 
proposals for holding the Church 
of England together once 
women are priested will work 
out in practice. The whole 
Church is in for an extremely 
difficult time for years to come, 
now made more difficult by the 
Church Commissioners* lost 
millions which would 
fundamentally change the face 
and structures of the Church of 
England. Forward in Faith is 
especially concerned for priests 
and laity who find themselves 
isolated. To register write to: 
Faith House, 7 Tufton Street, 
London SW1P 3QN. The 
Diocesan representative is the 
Revd Keith Hayden, St James 
House (Cowley Rectory) 
Beauchamp Lane, Cowley, 
Oxford 0X4 3LF. 


Our apologies 

A rose by any other name prob- 
ably does smell as sweet but our 
apologies to Mrs Jennifer 
Beresford (October DOOR p3 
‘Women of God rise up’) for 
getting her Christian name 
wrong and to the Venerable John 
Morrison, Archdeacon of Buck- 
ingham, for promoting him pre- 
maturely to Archbishop (page 
3 ). Also if you want to contact 
Alison Webster about the Gen- 
eral Synod’s working party on 
the Family, please ring her us- 
ing the General Church House 
number: 071 222 9011 and not 
the number given on pagell. 



Chaplaincy team all one 


The Chaplaincy team at Reading Remand Centre is now ecu- 
menical . On October 4 Anglican, Roman Catholic , Methodist, 
Quaker and Salvation Army representatives came together in 
the Remand Centre’s Chapel of the Upper Room to sign an 
Ecumenical Convenant. They included the Bishop of Reading, 
the Ecumenical Officer for Berkshire and Ministers of other 
faiths . “Working relations between the various ministers in- 
volved in the Chaplaincy’s work have always been good and 
have always acknowledged the valuable work done by visiting 
Ministers of other faiths. Their work was also specifically 
acknowledged in the Covenant Service, which we feel will serve 
to give official recognition to the reality of our situation, ” said 
the Revd Philip Derbyshire (far right in picture) Church of 
England Chaplain at the Remand Centre . Pictured signing the 
Covenant is the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd John Bone 
watched by visiting church leaders. Photo: Frank Blackwell 


Songs of Praise for St Birinus 

Roger Roy le, a regular presenter of BBC Songs of Praise, has agreed 
to take part in next year’ s St Birinus Pilgrimage which will take 
place on Sunday July 10. He will also be the preacher at the 
Pilgrimage Service in Dorchester Abbey. 

Canon Royle is a former Senior Chaplain of Eton College. Apart 
from his television appearances he has regularly taken part in radio 
programmes including ‘Stop the Week’ , ‘Midweek’ and the Brian 
Haynes programme ‘Pause for Thought’. His latest book is a 
biography of Mother Teresa. 


St Peter's School video on TV 

When pupils at St Peter’s Church of England Middle School in 
Windsor made a video comparing Zaccheus the tax collector to 
the bom again ex-New York gangster Mickey Cruz, they little 
thought it would win a national award and have a showing on BBC 
TV: The children made the video, which uses shadow puppets, as 
their entry for a ‘Christianity in RE’ competition organised by 
Culham College. Lucy Helps and Dean Osborne, both aged 13, 
recently travelled to the House of Commons with their teacher, Jane 
Benson to collect their award from Education Secretary, John 
Patten. The video will be shown on BBC 2 next month. 



For wise and independent advice on all things financial, including: 

Coping with falling income 
Savings 

Early Retirement / Career Changes 
Pensions 
Business Advice 
Inheritances 
School Fees 
Family Protection 


Contact: 

Mark Roach (0608) 644575 



^ — x- uest financial services 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


To advertise ring David Holden on 0865 880505 


Tank Changeover 
Service 

Is your tank over 10 years old? 

If so, watch out for any leaks... 

Don’t get caught out with a leaky oil tank 

Oil Tank Supplies Ltd 

Telephone (0386) 853409 

(24 hours) 

Spring Hill, 

Near Moreton-in-Marsh, 
Gloucester 

Evenings 029578 221 




Steel 

or 

Plastic 



STAY WARM THIS WINTER SAFELY! 


V.A.T. PUTS UP FUEL BILLS, ROCKWOOL 


ROCKWOOL Dry Wall Thermal 
Insulation was originally 
developed in Sweden as a highly 
efficient moisture resistant thermal 
insulation to protect homes against 
the very cold winters of the 
northern hemisphere. 

Rockwool cuts all forms of 
heating bills by 25% to 35%. It’s a 
dry fibrewool insulation that’s 
totally water and damp repellent, 
fire proof and rot proof. It’s a good 
thermal barrier that keeps the 
warmth in and damp cold out, 


Preparing for 
WINTER? 


Call: 



STEVE 
& SYMON 



For all your plumbing, heating & glazing needs 

In addition to a fast, friendly and efficient service, 

Steve Rusk offers a 24 hour emergency call out, a full 
range of plumbing and central heating expertise. 

From boiler breakdowns to servicing to the installation 
of complete systems. 

Start preparing for winter and call Steve Rusk now! 

In addition to all this Steve’s glazing division, under the 
management of Chris Bright, once again an expert in his 
field, is able to offer a full range of glass or glazing 
activities at very competitive prices. 

Abingdon Oxford 

(0235) 522554 or (0865) 204434 

STEVE RUSK & SYMON 

Mechanical & electrical engineers, 
plumbing & heating, glass & glazing. 


Unit 15, Wootton Road Industrial 
Estate, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 1LD. 
37a Oxford Road, Cowley, Oxford. 


■ APPROVED 
CONTRACTOR 



CUTS THEM DOWN 


protecting your family and greatly 
reducing the cost of your heating. 

Due to its high quality and 
maintenance free durability 
Rockwool has spread rapidly from 
country to country. 

Rockwool has been established 
in Britain for over fifty years, its 
network of factories and qualified 
installers function nationwide. The 
British Standards Institute have 
thoroughly tested and approved 
that Rockwool is the best all round 
thermal insulator for all types of 
buildings. To keep its honoured 
reputation, Rockwool inspectors 


regularly check installation work, 
this ensures it’s always installed to 
the highest standards. 

Since the mid eighties local 
authorities will not pass planning 
permission for new houses or 
extensions without wall insulation 
being included. Save The Earth 
campaign, The Green Party, Gas 
and Electricity Boards all promote 
fully insultating the walls of the 
home. This saves energy and helps 
combat global warming. 


Fully insulating your home in 
this day^and age is a necessity 
rather than a luxury and as it’s a 
job you only need to do once, it’s 
wise to install the best and, by 
British Standard testing, Rockwool 
is known to be the best. 

Rockwool supply free 
information packs and free 
quotations on request, all you need 
to do is phone the Freephone 
number which is 0800 619963 and 
make the request or see our 
Advertisement and Coupon on 
page 5. 




WANTED! 

Business minded people WHO CARE — 
an opportunity to be FULL or PART TIME 
DISTRIBUTORS of affordable electronic 
security products — YOU could bring to 
people the means of being safer and more 
secure in today’s society. Low cost of entry - 
no minimum inventory — good earnings. 
Contact Mr. Fuller, 0908 644253 (evenings). 
HOW MANY PEOPLE COULD YOU HELP TODAY? 


CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) 678811. 

Fax: (0494)671259 
(Emp Agy FRES Member) 


Do you or a relative of yours 
need home care? 

Consult Us 

for resident long term care 
of the elderly 

Tl'MHOKAKY M l<si s 
( < IMI’ANIONS AM) III I I* K)K I III 
YOl M, ALWAYS AYAIIAHI I 

CONSULTUS 

SERVICES AGENCY LTD 

17 Loudon Komi I nitl>rkty<> 

Kent INK) TAH 
(0732) 355 231 352 462 
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You Can’t Can’t ta^tr • 


smell it... 


a it 


And You Can’t 
feel it... 


BUT IT’S DEADLY 



SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

Avoid Gas Leaks 
and Explosions 
with a Trustworthy 
Safety Guard 


NATURAL GAS 
DETECTOR ALARM 


GAS ALARM Provides security 
and helps avoid serious tragedy. 

—Easy Installation —Low Battery Source 


—Full Security 
Performance 


—Environment Resistance 
-Using 110V or 200V 


—High Sensitivity Power or AC/DC Adaptor 


CHM28 


For more information & to order contact: 
UNIVERSAL MARKETING LTD. 

51 EUROLINK BUSINESS CENTRE, 

49 EFFRA ROAD, LONDON SW2 1BZ 
Tel: 071-738 4936. Fax 071-924 9759 


How can you tell if the electricians and plumbers you are 
employing are reputable tradesmen? 

It’s simple - call the professionals by calling. ..H.E.A.T. 
(the Heat Electric Advisory Team). 



OXFORD 

A1 PLUMBING AND HEATING 

Multon Yard, 46 Richmond Road, 
Oxford, Oxon OX1 2JT 
Tel: 0865 56888 

AQUATEC HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

40 Fletcher Road, Cowley, 

Oxon OX4 2UF 
Tel: 0865 749190 

HOOPER & WESTON 

Hillcrest 3 Southend, 

Garsington, Oxon OX9 9DD 
Tel: 0867 36501 

B P ELECTRICAL 

Unit 15, Botley Works, 

North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 
Tel: 0865 204297 

ELLIOT & JORDAN ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTOR 

Unit 51 , St. Nicholas Road, 

Oxford, Oxon OX4 4PN 
Tel: 0875 711752 



LOWE OLIVER LTD 

Cumnor Road, Wootton, Boars Hill, 

Oxford OX1 5JW 

Tel: 0865 730881 

COOPER & MILLS 

High Street, Kidlington 

Tel: 0865 371946 

OXFORD HEATING LTD 

City Trading Estate, Harrow Road, 

Cowley, Oxon OX4 5NF 

Tel: 0865 773485 

OXFORD REFRIGERATION & 

AIR CONDITIONING 
78-81 Magdalen Road, 

Oxford OX4 1RF 
Tel: 0865 245441 
R T HARRIS & SON LTD 
Old Road, Headington, 

Oxford 0X3 8TA 
Tel: 0865 742300 

BICESTER 

T A SMITH ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

9 Waveney Close, Bicester, 

Oxon 0X6 8GP 

Tel: 0869 243698 

GIBBS & BUSBY 

2 Garden Cottages, Oxon 0X6 9BT 

Tel: 0869 278269 

ABINGDON 

S RUSK (PLUMBING & HEATING) LTD 

Unit 15, Wootton Road Industrial 
Estate 

Abingdon, Oxon, 0X14 1UD 
Tel: 0235 522554 


HENDY & CLARKE 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 

.9 Hillview Road, Abingdon, 

Oxon OX14 1ND 
Tel: 0235 526561 
W J HUFFEY LTD 
58A Hadland Road, Abingdon, 

Oxon, 0X14 3YH 
Tel: 0235 532071 

DIDCOT 

SOUTH OXON HEATING SERVICES 

37 Bowness Avenue, Didcot, 

Oxon 0X1 1 8NF 
Tel: 0235 812023 
A H ELECTRICAL 
28 Ernest Road, Didcot 
Tel: 0235 817805 

WANTAGE 

ARDINGTON ELECTRICAL 

2 Hans Avenue, Wantage, 

Oxon 0X12 7DB 
Tel: 0235 765801 
BURWELL ELECTRICAL 
2 Holborn Hill, Letcombe Bassett, 
Wantage, Oxon 
Tel: 0235 760567 
M & A WANTAGE LTD 
30 Market Place, Wantage, 

Oxon 0X12 8AJ 
Tel: 0235 72468 

CHIPPING NORTON 

BANNOR ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

The Basement, 5 West Street, 
Chipping Norton, 0X7 5HL 
Tel: 0608 643202 


MR I CLACY 

The Old Coach House 
New Street, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5U 
Tel: 0608 641244 
FASTNORTH LTD 
Glovers Close, Albion Street, 
Chipping Norton, 0X7 5BZ 
Tel: 0608 641625 

BANBURY 

WEATHERHEAD ELECTRICAL 

Wyatts Barn, Oxford Road, 
Banbury, Oxon 0X1 7 3HG 
Tel: 0295 811932 


WITNEY 

BURFORD ELECTRICAL 

2 Bushev Ground, Minster Lovell, 
Witney, Oxon 0X8 5SW 
Tel: 0993 775156 
MR S FINLAYSON 
Rosedale, Burford Road, 

Brize Norton, 

Oxon 0X8 3NN 
Tel: 0993 844388 
M J CUMMINGS 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
24 Ablewood Road, 

Long Hanborough, 

Oxon 0X7 2DD 
Tel: 0993 882012 
D&R ELECTRICS 
Newman Court, Downs Road, 
Witney, Oxon 0X8 5LY 
Tel: 0993 778083 



WALLINGFORD 

BRUCE FERRIMAN 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

37 Blacklands Road, Benson, 
Oxon 0X10 6NW 
Tel: 0491 38567 

WHEELERS ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

2 Honey Lane, Cholsey, 

Oxon 0X10 9NP 
Tel: 0491 651356 


BRACKLEY 

ABC ELECTRICAL & DESIGN 

5 Riding Court, Brackley, 
Northants NN13 5BH 
Tel: 0280 701210 


THAME 

E G PHEBY & SON 

10 Tichbourne, Thame 
Tel: 0844 217777 








Page 5 


The DOOR, November 1993 


IS THE BIBLE 

RELEVANT 

TODAY? 

Treasuring God’s Word is the theme for this year’s Bible 
Sunday (December 5). During the last year, God’s word has 
been taken to yet more previously closed lands such as 
Mongolia (see picture right) where only a few years ago there 
were only 15 Christians in the whole country. Now there are 
more than 1,000. As well as taking Bibles to Mongolia, 
members of the Bible Society have enjoyed raising money on 
their third ‘Bike for Bibles’ event (see far right); while David 
Winter and Paul Jones have helped produce a video to touch 
the hearts of people at home who may well be asking: ‘Is the 
Bible relevant today?’ 


David Winter and Paul Jones 
want to tell you that it is. The 
Bible Society video Windows 
into Experience shows about 
50 Christians talking about what 
their faith means to them today. 

Tennis stars Betsy Nagelsen 
ancj Nduku Odizor explain how 
they put the pressures of win- 
ning and losing into perspec- 
tive; West Indies fast bowler 
lan Bishop, and Marta 


Benavides, a peace worker in 
Mexico City, talk about their 
very different lives, and visitors 
to the Greenbelt Arts Festival 
talk about what the Bible means 
to them. But perhaps the most 
moving story is from Northern 
Ireland where four families talk 
about how their fathers, hus- 
bands or children died. They 
include Gordon Wilson who 
describes the death of his daugh- 


ter Marie, and Mairead Maguire 
who tells how her sister’s chil- 
dren were killed in a road chase. 

Producer David Martin says 
that when they went on to talk 
about their unconditional faith, 
“You felt you were in the pres- 
ence of people who were very 
special. They were determined 
to tell the story as it happened 
with no cover-up, no smoothing 
over the facts. So it was all the 
more powerful when they talked 
about conciliation, coping with 
bitterness, getting through it - 
the things which, one way or 
another, add up to forgiveness.” 
The Revd David Winter, pre- 
viously head of Religious Broad- 
casting at the BBC and who 
introduces the video with singer 
Paul Jones, says, “What comes 
across is the normality of faith, 
its relevance - and the fact that it 
really can make a difference in 
the difficult places of the world 
as well as the easy ones.” 

Windows into Experience costs 
£39.95 and consists of four pro- 
grammes (total running time 110 
minutes). Write to: Bible Soci- 
ety, Stonehill Green, Westlea, 
Swindon SN5 7DG. Telephone: 
0793 513713. 


How far is it to Bethlehem 


The second Bike Ride for the Nazareth Christian 
Hospital in Israel is taking place between 6 and 14 
November. The ride starts in Nazareth, takes in the 
Sea of Galilee, the Jordan Valley, the Negev Desert 
and Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The 240-mile route 
will be covered in five days. 

^ The trip has been organised by the Edinburgh 
Medical Missionary Society which runs the 136- 
bed hospital and which claims a special Christian 
Ministry to bring about reconciliation between all 
races and religions in Galilee. A spokesman said: 
“It is a place where all can work and learn together, 
a place for the building of trust, for the healing of 


differences and for working towards peace.” 

In recent years the healthcare needs of the 
local community have outgrown the hospital’s 
resources. It aims to build a new five-storey 
wing, to modernise existing buildings and to 
upgrade nursing training. Of the £3.2 million 
required to complete the project, over £2.2 mil- 
lion has already been raised through donations. 
The Bike Ride should help to raise another 
£250,000. For more information, please contact 
Dorothy MacKenzie, The Nazareth Project, 
EMMS, 7 Washington Lane, Edinburgh EH11 
2HA. Tel 031 313 3828. 




Blackbird Levs video 


BIBLE SUNDAY 


Bible Bike 
rides: the 
fun way to 
raise money 


A Mongolian family looks at a Mongolian New Testament , 
presented to them by the Bible Society photographer for allow- 
ing him to see inside their traditional gur-house 

WHY THE POOR ARE 
GETTING POORER 


The Bible Society organised its 
third ‘ Bike for Bibles’ event last 
August. Six riders took ten days 
to cycle the 975 -mile route from 
Lands End to John O’ Groats, 
and raised £6,000 for children’s 
Scriptures. The team stayed in 
parish churches. Catholic 
churches and Salvation Army 
hostels, and north of the border 
were looked after by the Na- 


A video questioning the rel- 
evance of the Gospel’s ‘Good 
News for the poor’ has been 
produced by a church in Ox- 
ford. “Three years into the Dec- 
ade of Evangelism, the poor have 
simply got poorer,” says James 
Ramsay, vicar of the Church of 
the Holy Family in Blackbird 
Leys. “Where for them is the 
‘ Evangel ’ , the Good News? The 
Church has a message to give , 
but is there also, through the 
poor, a message for Christ’s 
Church to heart” 

The video, which is part of 
an Advent study pack including 
Bible study-notes and up-to-date 
statistics on homelessness and 
debt, was produced at the Holy 
Family Church as part of an 
Oxford ‘Church Action on Pov- 
erty’ project. The video was 
made with the help of funding 


from the diocesan Church Ur- 
ban Fund committee and shows 
local people who have experi- 
enced homelessness, unemploy- 
ment and debt. Some were be- 
lievers who felt secure in their 
faith, others had difficulties both 
with personal faith and organ- 
ised religion. The theologian 
Professor Chris Rowland of 
Queen’s College, Oxford and 
Geoff Crago, freelance video- 
maker and non-stipendiary 
priest, completed the group. 

“The video is aimed at 
churches which are asking if the 
Gospel can offer something that 
secular social policy and good 
will cannot provide,” said James 
Ramsay. 

The video and study pack 
costs £10 and is available from 
the Communications Officer at 
Diocesan Church House. 


tional Bible Society of Scot- 
land. Team-leader Mike 
Sheppard, pictured above cen- 
tre with his wife Jackie, has pro- 
duced a pack for anyone who 
would like to organise a spon- 
sored bike ride. It includes in- 
formation on security and per- 
sonal safety. To obtain a copy 
write to Mike Sheppard, Bikes 
for Bibles, 1 Newth Lane, Purto i 
Stoke, Swindon SN5 9JH. Tel- 
ephone 0793 771 157. The Bible 
Society is keen to promote more 
Biking for Bible events and is 
looking forward to 1 996 when a 
‘Global’ bike ride is planned! 



Making friends. Making decisions. 

Both can affect your future happiness. 

To help your decision-making, make Ecclesiastical your friend. For Life. 


| ecclesiastical 

9 INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ. Telephone (0452) 528533 


LIFE ASSURANCE • SAVINGS • PENSIONS • UNIT TRUSTS • MORTGAGES 
A representative of the Company may call. 


I would like to know more about how EIG can help me plan for the future. 


Name_ 

Address 


| Te l. No: 


Title. Mr/Mrs/Ms/Rev 


Postcode 

Date of Birth, 



i Rockwool 


Certtficaia No. fm 2262 Rockwool Ltd's Thermal Insulation Service 


Dear Reader, 

I am writing to inform you that due to the Government announcement of 
V.A.T. on fuel bills. Rockwool are giving 15% OFF the total cost of installing 
Rockwool Dry Thermal Insulation for cavity walls. 


Rockwool Dry Wall Thermal Insulation will cut your heating bills 
by 25% to 35%, a good saving, this has been thoroughly tested and 
approved by British Standards. It's a job that only needs to be done once 
and it's fully guaranteed for life. 

A quotation is free and totally without obligation, the appointment is made to 
your convenience. I only call to price the quotation, I measure your home, 
calculate the cost and answer any questions you might have. 

* IN BRIEF * 


ROCKWOOL REPLACES THE COLD DAMP AIR IN YOUR WALLS WITH A COSY 
WOOLLEN QUILT THAT IS WATER AND DAMP REPELLENT, FIRE PROOF AND 
ROT PROOF, ITS A GOOD THERMAL BARRIER THAT KEEPS THE WARMTH IN 
AND THE DAMP COLD OUT, PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY AND GREATLY 
REDUCING THE COST OF YOUR HEATING. . 

Yours Sincerely 




(*) 

D. Anderson 
The Rockwool Surveyor 

Phone FREE on: 0800 616 963 

or POST TO: Rockwool Energy Saver, FREEPOST, Chinnor, Oxon OX9 4BR 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


Please contact me to 
arrange a FREE 
price quotation. 


Please send me a 
FREE Information 
Pack about insulation 
for the home. 


TELEPHONE: 

/ understand that completion of this form does not place me under any obligation. 


I 
I 
I 

©_J 
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OUR LINKS WITH AFRICA 



PROBLEMS TRACING COPYRIGHT? 

Calamus are Copyright Agents for thousands of hymns 


and songs: 

The ST THOMAS MORE GROUP, CHRISTOPHER 
WALKER, BERNADETTE FARRELL, DAN SCHUTTE, 
MARTY HAUGEN, MICHAEL JONCAS, MCCRIMMON 
PUBLISHING and others • Individual permissions and an 
Annual Licence - send for details to: 

CALAMUS, 30 North Terrace, 
Mildenhall, IP28 7AB (0638) 716579 


HEALTH MATTERS . . . HEALTH MATTERS . . . 


Dean of Studies, Zimbabwe 

James and Judith Gardom, who together with their two children, 
were commissioned as USPG missionaries earlier this year, report 
that work at the National Anglican Theological College of Zimba- 
bwe, where James is Dean of Studies, is going well. 

James and his collegue, Fr Wilson Sitshebo, have also been 
appointed Honorary Anglican chaplains to the university. Looking 
ahead, they plan to provide training for lay people and NSMs in the 
diocese of Harare. In the distant future they are seeking to work 
more closely with the Lutheran Church. 

The Gardom family is happily settled, although the diocese 
has not been able to provide the promised accommodation, result- 
ing in extra outlay to rent a house. Janet Hodgson, local USPG 
fieldworker, says any contributions, however small, would be 
most welcome. And please remember the Gardoms in your prayers. 
Contact Janet Hodgson on 0844 279373. 


Sutton Courtenay Natural Health Clinic 


Peace in Mozambique 


ON THE 29 September, 1993, at approx 
11.30 am Dr. Peter Webb MD., official- 
ly opened the new and exciting “Sutton 
Courtenay Natural Health Clinic”. 

This new and exciting venture has 
been put together and it is hoped that 
many people will benefit from the vast 
variety of professionally qualified thera- 
pists who will be all available under one 
roof. 

Although it may not be the first of its 
kind, the dream of achieving what is 
now up and running has been the idea of 
the clinic’s therapist/manager for many, 
many years. Denise Scourfield-Evans an 
Australian, is well known throughout 
the Oxfordshire area as the tutor/owner 
of the White Horse School of Massage 
& Natural Therapies also in Sutton 
Courtenay, and for her teaching in a 
local education college, she is also an 
Masseuse, Aromatherapist, and 
Reflexologist. 

The Sutton Courtenay Natural Health 
Clinic offers a variety of well appointed, 
fitted and furbished rooms, and full 
receptionist cover for the following spe- 
cialised practitioners: Homeopathy, 
Chiropractor, Osteopathy, Aroma- 
therapy, Reflexology, Massage, 
Shiatzu, Homeopathy, Counselling, etc, 
etc, etc, as well as being just a nice 


place to visit. 

The clinic has a very warm and wel- 
coming reception area full of green 
foliage plants and visitor are immediate- 
ly drawn to the tranquillity of the setting 
with its water fountain, soft gentle 
music and delicious aromas. 

It is indeed a wonderful place to sit 
awhile and relax. In Reception you will 
also find a small gift area with aromatic 
oils and candle burners, books and bot- 
tles, and other bric-a-brac for that spe- 
cial gift including “Gift Vouchers”. 

There is also a provision for any local 
artist or sculptor to display pieces of art 
they may wish. 

The clinic wishes to give to all differ- 
ent types of therapists the chance to 
work in serene, secure and safe sur- 
roundings, but more appropriately the 
wish is that many, many people will 
venture into the clinic to try the thera- 
pies that are available. 

The clinic has many good things to 
offer like sufficient parking, and long 
opening hours to suit the need of most 
people. 

As a special opening promotion there 
will be a discount on most therapies 
until the beginning of December for the 
first appointments. Come and see for 
yourself any time. 


Sutton Courtenay 
Natural Health Clinic 

NOW OPEN 

Relax in the warm surroundings and sit back and enjoy the 
sounds of Ocean Waves and the smell of fragrant oils and 
experience one of the many therapies available: 

— OSTEOPATHY — HOMOEOPATHY 
— AROMATHERAPY — MASSAGE 
— REFLEXOLOGY — PHYSIOTHERAPY 
— SHIATZU — COUNSELLING etc !! 

For more information contact Denise 

(0235) 847571 


On a recent visit to the UK, Bishop Dinis Senulane received a gift 
of £5,000 from the Bishop’s Outreach Fund to further the 100th 
birthday celebrations of his diocese of Lebombo in Mozambique. 
Bishop Dinis has also been awarded the first Peace Prize of the All 
Africa Conference of Churches for his role in helping bring about 
peace in Mozambique. 

Preaching at Dorchester Abbey on September 19, the bishop 
said that the generous gift from the Oxford Diocese would be used 
to consolodate evangelism: “We thank God for touching the hearts 
of the people in the Oxford Diocese to share in the task before us, 
in making Jesus Christ known so that men, women and children 
can enjoy that dignity with which God created them.” 

Waiter from Wallingford 

A local firm, HR Wallingford has teamed up with St Peter’s 
Church, Drayton, to supply a water tank to St Anne’s Hospital in 
Nkhotakota, Malawi. St Anne ’s is the oldest mission in the country 
and its health services reach nearly 300,000 people. The hospital 
is in a severely dilapidated condition and is often without water. 

Last year, the former Bishop of Malawi, the Right Revd 
Donald Arden, encouraged St Peter’s to launch an appeal and 
£2,500 was raised in a few months. With the help of HR Wallingford 
a‘Braithwaite’ tank will soon be on its way to Malawi. 

To college in Kenya 

Church Army officer Tim Dakin is leaving Oxford in January to 
take up a five-year post as principal of Church Army Africa’s 
training college in Nairobi. Bom and brought up in Kenya, Captain 
Dakin has developed a new course for the college which will 
prepare African officers for leadership and ministry. 

Tim will be working with Sister Josie Midwinter, who has 
already been in Kenya for a year after working seven years in 
Uganda. Her new role will be as Dean of the training college. 

Tim, his wife Sally, a health education officer, and their two- 
year old daughter Anna, are being supported by the Bishop’s 
Outreach Fund, but the family still have to raise money for travel 
and to cover the cost of setting up a new home in Nairobi. 


not so 

MUCH A 
CHOIR ... 





Charles Yumah 


Victoria Kigozi 


Michael Kaddu 


The Anglican Youth Fellow- 
ship Choir, founded ten years 
ago, is an outreach ministry of 
the Church of Uganda. All lay 
people, AYF members are en- 
gaged in various professions 
and work with the choir in 
their own time. This autumn 
the Church Missionary Soci- 
ety enabled a team of 12 to 
come to Britain for a tour 
which took them to South 
Wales, Manchester and 
Southampton to exercise their 
ministry alongside churches 
here. It included visits to 
Chesham and Thame, where 
Frank Blackwell photo- 
graphed the choir at St Mary 's 
Church for The DOOR. Pic- 
tured in the group (left to right 
standing) are: Abraham 
Owino (university lecturer in 
statistics), Zephaniah 
Mukalere (International Bi- 
ble Society Co-ordinator), 
Elizabeth Nviri (freelance 
journalist), Victoria Kigozi 
(personnel officer), Sheila 
Nkwasibwe (lawyer), Michael 
Kaddu (teacher), Lilian 
Karamagi ( banking officer), 
Peter Kasamba (freelance art- 
ist), John Kibalama (agricul- 
turalist), Carol Kyomukama 
(agricultural researcher), 
(kneeling) Charles Yumah 
(Bible Society accountant), 
Christine Kintu (Bible Soci- 
ety Secretary). 

Cassette tapes are available at £5 
plus 50p p&p from Gill Poole , CMS 
Area Secretary, 17 Fane Road, 
Marston, Oxford OX3 0RZ. 




— NOW! 

.. . ...mi PROCEDURE 


Recent advances in procedures for the 
removal of fat have revolutionized the 
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This technique is pemanent, effective and 
affordable. Once fat cells are removed they 
are gone forever. 


\LSO AVAILABLE: NOSE OR CHIN REMODELLING. EAR CORRECTION. EYE BAG REMOVAL, 
COLLAGEN TREATMENTS. FACE LIFTS. BREAST ENLARGEMENT & REDUCTION. 
TATTOO OR MOLE REMOVAL, VARICOSE VEIN REMOVAL. CALF IMPLANTS. 


SKINCARE: TRANSFORM MEDICAL GROUPS SKIN CARE PRODUCTS ARE 
NOW AVAILABLE FROM MOST OF OUR CLINICS NATIONWIDE. 

To: Karen Munday, Transform, 55a Reach Street, 
Wokingham, Berkshire, RG1 1 1 XP. Tel: 0734 776256 

Please send me details of LIPOSCULPTURE 


Name N/lr/IS/Irs/N/liss 
Address 


Postcode 


.Tel 


I I IE TRANSFORM IVT EDI CAI . GROUP 


FOR DETAILS OF CLINICS NATIONWIDE. INCLUDING BELFAST & DUBLIN. TEL: 061 -941 1 9B2 
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OSTeOF^^HY has become a General Osteopathic 


Local osteopath, Ian 


the first complementary ther- 
apy to be recognised in the 
UK. On Thursday the 1st of 
July 1993 The Osteopaths 
Bill became law, and 
osteopathy finally joined the 
ranks of mainstream medical 
practice. 

For the 1 million people in 
Britain who visit an 

Osteopath each year legisla- 
tion means they will now 
have the same legal protec- 
tion as they receive when 
consulting a doctor or den- 
tist. 

Enactment of the 

Osteopaths Bill will establish 


Council (GOsC) which will 
ensure all osteopaths meet 
the same high standards of 
training and clinical practice, 
that they are covered by pro- 
fessional indemnity insur- 
ance, and adhere to a 
professional code of prac- 
tice. 

HRH The Prince of Wales, 
who launched the Draft 
Osteopaths Bill in 1991 said: 

“I have long believed that 
osteopathy deserves great 
public recognition in Britain 
provided that professional 
regulation goes along with 
recognition”. 


Swash, Director of The 
Ashcroft Clinic, Deddington 
and regional spokesman for 
the Osteopathic Information 
Service committee, says: 

“The Osteopaths Act has 
been designed to encom- 
pass all bona fide practising 
osteopaths who have been 
engaged in the safe and 
competent practice of 
osteopathy for a number of 
years. 

The main main benefit to 
the public is the assurance 
that patients treated by an 
osteopath will be protected 
in the same way as when 
they consult a doctor or den- 
tist.” 

Mr Swash, who is also 
Chairman of The Guild of 
Osteopaths, one of the five 
voluntary osteopathic bodies 
who supported the 
Osteopaths Bill, added: 

“My medical and osteo- 
pathic colleagues at The 
Ashcroft Clinic, Deddington, 
join me in welcoming this 
Act which gives formal 
recognition to osteopathy 
and will do much to further 
the growing co-operation 
between medicine and 
osteopathy." 

For further information 
about the Osteopaths Act 
and/or the services provided 
at The Ashcroft Clinic, tele- 
phone (0869) 38854. 


The Ashcroft Clinic 


CHIROPODY 

OSTEOPATHY — MASSAGE 


Consultant Medical Opinion 

Hudson Street, 
Deddington, Oxon 
Tel: (0869) 38854 
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MORE A CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 



The Ugandan AYF Choir 


MICHAEL 

It was in March 1987 1 realised 
I wanted to live out my life in 
the most meaningful way, and 
so I just decided to follow God 
and find out; because many 
Christians had talked about Him, 
and so I decided to give it a try 
- commit my life and see how * 
God can reorganise my life. 1 
committed it - and He reorgan- 
ised it. My attitudes changed. I 
used to be a very proud person; 
as time went on it worked into 
me as I prayed for humility. 
Then I also used not to sense 
others’ feelings - in fact I was 
insensitive. As a teacher I think 
I’m now more sensitive to the 
students’ needs. And I don’t 
teach them just as work, but 
because I know it’s part of my 
job as a Christian to make God’s 
people knowledgable . 

VICTORIA 

As a personnel officer I deal 
with people - human relations - 
I have to work with them closely, 
and they tell me some of their 
personal issues, not necessarily 
to do with the office. I’ve found 
this a challenge. Then on the 
side of professional skills and 
information, you find that there 
are challenges concerning fi- 
nances. As a Christian you have 
to learn not to give in to what 
people want, but stick to what is 
really for good. In the long run 
I’ve earned the confidence of 
my bosses because they realise 
there is something in me. It 
makes a difference when you 
are a Christian and when you 
are firm about it. My commit- 
ment to AYF I’ve never seen as 
a pressure. I’ve been in the choir 
now since 1988 and to me it is 
something which refreshes my 
soul, my heart. It is not so much 


a choir as a fellowship. It’s some- 
thing which builds me up, rather 
than puts me down. 

SHEILA 

In my work I think God guides 
me to know what is right and 
what is not. There are things 
like making false claims; you 
may go up-country for one week 
and decide to say that you’ve 
gone for ten days when you’ve 
only gone for the week. You get 
a certain amount of expenses 
per day. God has kept me from 
getting involved with things like 
that and yet I remain content. 

In Uganda today many people 
are conscious of the fact that 
Christians want to do what is 
right. So they make sure they 
don’t do irregular things when I 
am there. They get embarrassed 
if I’m there. And they respect 
me for it. Sometimes I encour- 
age them: “Just don’t do it for 
one day and see how you feel; 
maybe it will make you sleep 
better at night.” 

I find it difficult to go to a 
church and preach or sing by v 
myself, but I know with AYF 
God is using me to reach out to 
other people. If we go to a school 
I find I can talk to people indi- 
vidually after a programme 
where we ’ve sung and preached. 

It would be difficult for me to do 
this on my own. 

God has saved me and I want 
to give that message to other 
people as well. As the Bible 
says, “Go out and preach the 
good news to all the people”. To 
go and work with AYT they say, 

“Fine - you go”. 

ZEPHANIA 

My father is an assistant bishop 
in the Anglican Church, but he 
was always a committed Chris- 
tian serving with United Bible 


Societies as a distributor of Bi- 
bles, and working as an army 
chaplain. He stood for justice in 
the army and he was determined 
to help people see that it was 
important to have a living rela- 
tionship with God. In the army 
people questioned him over 
whether it was fair for prisoners 
of war to be treated in a humane 
manner. 

Now because of the chal- 
lenges he was facing, we used 
to pray together at home every 
night and with time we noticed 
how God was helping him 
through these challenges. 

In my adolescence I walked 
away from the truth that I knew 
but there was an emptiness in 
me. I tried to stop smoking and 
drinking, but I found that I could 


not stop on my own. But all the 
time I was loved by some Chris- 
tians who kept inviting me to 
their places. I would go there 
when I was drunk. They kept 
inviting me back. Eventually one 
of them challenged me to give 
my life to the Lord. I didn’t like 
it. I thought he needed to mind 
his own business. I wanted to 
handle my own business. 

At my lowest, when I’d got 
into inhaling petrol fumes, I was 
listening to some Gospel music 
by Bob Dylan - the album Saved , 
In the song he was asking, “Are 
you ready to meet the Lord? Are 
you ready to meet Jesus?” 

As I listened to this I saw as 
though I was standing at the foot 
of a staircase where one of my 
brothers, who is a committed 


Christian, was sitting with a large 
book; people were going to him 
to look up their names, and eve- 
ryone whose name was seen in 
the book was allowed to go up 
the stairs. But to me he shook 
his head and said: “Zepha, 
you’re my brother; I love you, 
but I do not have the power to 
allow you in unless you are ready 
to change your ways”. Some- 
how I found myself saying “I’m 
ready,” and the moment I said 
that I felt as though a big burden 
was rolled off my heart. 



I believe that I was created by 
God for a purpose and in order 
for that purpose to be fulfilled I 
must have a close relationship 
with God. So when I let Christ 
into my life in order to establish 
that relationship, I discovered 
that God is a good guide in my 
life. He guides me in order to 
fulfil the purpose for which He 
made me. And He has proven 
faithful in everything. 


CHARLES 

It was in 1985, October, when 
around that time I got convinced 
that the bank was not the place 
where I should be working. 
Whenever I tried to do some- 
thing which I thought was godly, 
the people in the bank would 
say I was on the opposite side. 
So in 1985, when I got the con- 
viction that the bank was seeing 
me as a stumbling block, then I 
had to choose between the bank 
or losing my faith. 

I had reached the stage in my 
life when I was prepared even to 
leave the bank without another 
job to go to. But even as I was 
struggling with that idea of leav- 
ing and going goodness- nows 
where, I was told of the post in 
the Bible Society. From that 
time on I’ve had peace of mind. 

When I committed my life to 
Christ, I thought I was just gor 
ing to appease one of the preach- 
ers who spoke that evening in a 
fellowship. When he made an 
altar call, no-one was going up. 
So I said, “Let me go, and show 
him that there are people ready 
to respond”. So as I went up 
there were 30 more people who 
joined me and we all went up. 
So I thought, “Wow! That was 
great! The preacher should be 
very grateful for the step I took”. 
But after making a prayer, my 
life changed; God touched me. 

When I joined the church 
music group in All Saints Ca- 
thedral, Kampala, four of us 
were chosen to form the Angli- 
can Youth Fellowship Choir 
with some others. From the 
time I joined AYF Choir it has 
been a different thing. Prayer 
has become part and parcel of 
my life. 

Interview by Gill Poole , CMS 
Area Secretary 
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Britain's Brightest Christian Diary 

NOW READY- MY POCKET COMPANION FOR 1994, now in 
the 79th year of publication. It is more than just a diary, it 
indudes devotional pages and a text for every day. 

Popular Edition. 64 pages. Full diary. Interesting articles, strong 
cover, fully illustrated. Single copy £1, by post £1.18; 10 
copies for £10.25; 20 copies from £19.00. Postage free. 

Popular Improved. As above with outer plastic cover. Sinple 
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Superior De Luxe Wallet Edition. Supple wallet in black or 
brown. Single copy £3, by post £3.35; 5 copies for £14.50. 

Order now from Dept Door, The Protestant Truth Society (Inc), 
184 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HJ 
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COMMENT 


FROM THE 
COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER 


The Truth 
Shines out 

Or it would if it were reported 
correctly! The dictum “Never 
let the facts get in the way of a 
good story’- was much in evi- 
dence over the reporting of 
Veritatis Splendor, and most peo- 
ple listening to the radio, or 
watching television, would have 
assumed that the Pope had writ- 
ten entirely about the evils of 
contraception. 

They would be wrong. A docu- 
ment which set out to reaffirm a 
Biblical and well - argued case 
for defining moral values in ab- 
solute terms was first misre- 
ported, then ridiculed. 

If I understand the Pope’s ar- 
guments correctly, moral val- 
ues are woven into the fabric of 
♦.he created order in much the 
same way as the law of gravity. 
They are both absolutes, and 
are both part of the way God has 
made things. He takes the story 
of the rich young ruler who came 
fo Jesus to ask about salvation. 
“Good teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” “Why 
do you call me good?” Jesus an- 
swered. “No one is good — ex- 
cept God alone. You know the 
commandments: 'Do not com- 
mit adultery, do not murder, do 
not steal, do not give false testi- 
mony, honour your father and 
mother.” 

Today’s culture is one of free- 
dom to choose. But increasingly 
that choice is not about whether 
we obey a set of commonly 
agreed moral values: it is about 
choosing for ourselves the moral 
framework within which we will 
operate. 

It is precisely this subjective 
approach to morality which the 
Pope is addressing in his encyc- 
lical. Jesus himself; so the argu- 
ment runs, affirmed the objec- 
tivity of moral values in his 
answer to the rich young ruler. 
There are some things which are, 
in themselves, intrinsically 
wrong or bad because they con- 
tradict the absolute goodness of 
God, and these things can never 
be made good simply by adopt- 
ing a subjective framework. 

The Bishop of Oxford re- 
sponded to the encyclical by say- 
ing that it was a message that 
today’s world desperately needs 
to hear. For me, it was a breath 
of fresh air which threw into 
sharp relief the fallen-ness of 
our world. 

Richard Thomas 


A meditation by David Thomson 


Why Christmas needs an Advent 

Caught between pregnancy and birth, between death and new life, between prophecy and its fulfilment, groaning is a powerful 


symbol of the fears and hopes of our Advent condition, writes David Thomson 

As we listen to the voices of 
today, we are caught between 
the hope for a New Age and the 
decay of all that seemed solid in 
the Old. Creation Theology 
points us to an original blessing, 
to God discovered in His world. 

But our eyes see blight and de- 
cay. We half look for the apoca- 
lypse now, be it nuclear or 
Pentecostal; yearning that things 
should be different this time; 
fearing that they may be. 

It is into this gap between 
prophecy and its fulfilment, be- 
tween faith and fear, between 
the hope and the despair which 
battle inside us, that Paul speaks 
in the letter to the Romans. All 
creation groans with pain, like 
the pain of childbirth for its hope 
to be fulfilled, to be set free 
from slavery to decay, to share 
the glorious freedom of the chil- 
dren of God. 


We struggle for 
the honesty 
which will soak 
our pillow with 
tears 

This groaning is a powerful sym- 
bol of our Advent condition. 
Men and women together, we 
share in the groaning of Mary 
awaiting the birth of her Son 
and God. With the Psalmist we 
groan that God seems so to have 
forsaken us, and we struggle for 
the honesty which will soak our 



SPREADING THE LIGHT 

Shine Jesus Shine . The Childrens' Society helps to bring light 
into the lives of many needy children. In order to spread that 
light ever more widely the Society has launched a Christmas 
appeal . Churches are asked to help by holding a Christingle 
Service or carol singing in aid of the Society. Or you can join 
Christmas Link 9 3 which joins individuals , schools and churches 
with the work of the Children 's Society. More details including 
how to plan a Christingle Service are available from: (Berk- 
shire) Diana Bailey on 0734 583 724; (Bucks) Eric Nicholson on 
0494 785500; (Oxfordshire) David Norwood on 0869 278260. 
Photo: A Christingle Service at Christ Church Cathedral 


us, weak as we are; and when 
we do not know how to pray, the 
Spirit Himself pleads with God 
for us in groans that words can- 
not express. Prayer in the mind 
gives way to prayer in the Spirit, 
and in the gap between the com- 
ing and the kingdom it is the 
Spirit’s groans more than His 
tongues that come to our lips. 
“Prayer goeth up, pity cometh 
down. God’s grace is richer than 
prayer.”A birth requires a preg- 
nancy. A redemption requires a 
price. A Christmas requires an 


Advent. In the honesty of the 
conflict between our hopes and 
our fears we seek new life not 
only in the outer world of wrap- 
pings but in the inner world 
where rough beasts stalk and 
Christ is born. The groanings of 
our nightmares become by faith 
the groanings of our prayers, as 
we wait for the Day of our Lord, 
sudden as the pangs that came 
upon Mary when she was with 
child. 

The Revd Dr David Thomson is 
Vicar of St Pauls Church , Banbury 


pillow with tears. With Jesus we 
groan in the loss of our loved 
ones. With Ezekiel we groan at 
a people put to the sword. God 
who heard the groaning of the 
Israelites, enslaved in Egypt, 
hears the groans of our bondage 
today. 

But where is the God who 
acts, in this gap of our groan- 
ing? Paul writes that it is not 
creation alone which groans, but 
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we who have the Spirit as the 
first of God’s gifts also groan 
within ourselves as we wait for 
God to set our whole being free. 

A birth requires a 
pregnancy. A 
redemption re- 
quires a price 

The gap we feel is also the gap 
between the downpayment of 
the Spirit and our full redemp- 
tion, between our sealing and 
our home-taking, between our 
engagement and our marriage. 
Felt mostly as absence, it is also 
presence. A daring hope when 
we do not see. A patience which 
is passion awaiting resurrection, 
and therefore a Christlike mo- 
ment in which our weakness is 
God’s opportunity. 

We know this in our heads, 
but the contradiction in our 
hearts inhibits prayer. Words 
come out shallow. But, “more is 
done by groanings than by 
words” (Saint Andrewes in the 
closet). The Spirit comes to help 


REMEMBERING TO REMEMBER 

The story of the Japanese Sandman (perhaps only a fairy tale) is 
very widely known in Germany, but not so well known here in 
England. The Japanese Sandman is a pedlar who knocks at 
people’s doors and buys their memories - mainly the bad ones, 
but also some good . ones. If people stick too much to past 
happiness, they do not see God’s will in the less happy present. 
He is the Sandman because he pours the memories into the sand 
which swallows them up; he is Japanese because Japan or 
Nippon is the land of the rising sun, and unless we get rid of our 
memories we do not progress to our rising sun - Jesus Christ. 

I have kept some bad memories to myself but there are two 
good memories I have not told him which I would like to share 
with you. The first one is in Hitler’s Germany. On one Sunday 
when we went to church the police had closed the door on the 
instruction of the SS with our vicar already inside, but he was a 
resourceful man so when the clock struck ten he climbed out of 
the window, and with a torn cassock, calmly announced the first 
hymn, whereupon the policeman took out their hymn books 
from their pockets and sang with us. 

The next- was after the 1945 war when most food was 
rationed and all food was scarce. I was cycling towards Oxford 
Circus. 1 saw a shabbily clothed man picking up a small parcel 
- he found a sandwich in it. He wolfed it down. I got down from 
my bicycle and offered him half a crown. “Please accept this for 
your supper”, I said. Whereupon he answered in a perfect 
Oxford accent “Yes, thank you very much”, as if I had said 
“Would you like another cup of tea?” What tragedy lay behind 
that softly spoken “Thank you very much”? Where is our 
Christian fellowship? It reminded me of the words of my 
Turkish Moslem friend Schikran who once said to me, “I would 
not like people to say about me that my neighbour is poor”. 
When shall we ever take Christian commitment seriously? 

The last memory is at the same time after the 1945 war when 
Victor Gollanz, the publisher - a very devout Jew - gave a lecture 
in the Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford. I do not remember any- 
thing about his talk, but I shall never forget his last words when 
he put away his notes, looked at us and said, “We wish you well”. 
There was no applause, it just took our breath away. Why do we 
think that forgiveness is a Christian prerogative? And is forgiv- 
ing so much more than blotting out or papering over the past? 
But that is another story. 

Marianne von Kahler 

Miss von Kahler' s family was from Czechoslovakia though she was born 
in Hamburg. Now a youthful 96, she lives and worships in Iffley, Oxford. 
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LET POWERFUL 
INSTITUTIONS 
LOOK AFTER 
THEMSELVES 

There must have been others, apart from myself, who bridled 
somewhat at the amount of advertising space and publicity given in 
the October issue to private education and health care. The Church 
so easily identifies with the better-off and privileged that we need to 
be especially careful not to give the impression that it is to that 
direction that we naturally gravitate. So much in our national 
education-service, as well as in the health service, is in a ramshackle 
state in spite of the high level of dedication and skill of those who 
work there. 

Private education and health care are powerful institutions well 
able to look after themselves. In recent years the Church of England 
has taken some great initiatives for the well-being of our society and 
it would be a shame if we gave too much of a platform to institutions 
which, whatever their good qualities enjoyed by the minority, have 
some serious negative social effects and are open to criticism from 
a Christian standpoint. 

The Venerable LG Tyler 
Kintbury , Berkshire 



Bishop Loveday 
School 

1 read, with great interest, your 
report which appears on the front 
page of the October issue of The 
DOOR. This gives details of the 
opening of the All Saints’ 
Church of England Primary 
School in Didcot. The fact that 
this new school has Aided Sta- 
tus was received by me with 
pleasure and admiration. The 
statement, however, that it is the 
first new Church Aided school 
built in the Diocese for 50 years 
does need examination. 

On July 11 1967, in 
Bodicote, the Bishop Loveday 
School, of Aided Status, was 
dedicated by the Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd DG 
Loveday, in the presence of 
HRH the Duchess of Glouces- 
ter. 

Although there had been the 
Bodicote Church of England 
School in the village since 1 875, 
it held Controlled Status subse- 
quent to the 1944 Education Act. 
This school ceased to exist at 
the end of 1 966 when the Bishop 
Loveday School was opened. 
There is no doubt whatsoever 
that the Bishop Loveday School, 
a new school of Aided Status, 


was built in the Oxford Diocese 
some 25 years ago. I am pleased 
to report it is prospering, indeed 
it has been significantly enlarged 
on several occasions, and has 
totally vindicated the brave de- 
cision of its promoters taken 
some 30 years ago to build this 
school, of Aided Status. 

JT Tinsdeall 
Headmaster , Bishop 
Loveday School , 1966- 
1988 

I agree that Bishop Loveday 
School was new. However it 
replaces a previous Bodicote 
Church school whereas All 
Saints ’ Didcot had no predeces- 
sor. Tony Williamson, Direc- 
tor of Education (Schools). 


Hallowe'en 

My friend Richard Miller urges 
us not to be drawn into the ‘pro- 
foundly evil festival’ of 
Hallowe’en (The DOOR Octo- 
ber 93). 

Hallowe’en is not about 
‘Britain’s druidic and pagan 
past’. Its roots are in a Nordic 
festival, as winter draws on. I 
have often celebrated in Swe- 
den Valborgsnassoafton - the 
end-of-winter festival on the eve 


of SS Philip and James Day, 
heralding the arrival of God’s 
springtime. My companions 
were invariably Lutheran 
priests. It may be benignly ‘pa- 
gan’ to celebrate God’s chang- 
ing seasons but I see no harm in 
this. 

If you think there are dark 
forces of evil ‘out there to get 
you’ then stay indoors. I prefer 
to celebrate God’s seasons. Does 
Richard Miller condemn may 
pole dancing with the same se- 
verity with which he lambasts 
Hallowe’en? Should we ban 
Christmas trees because they are 
pagan? 

Canon Richard Kingsbury 
Caversham 


Sunderland 


Project 


The September issue of The 
DOOR included a report of the 
June meeting of Diocesan Synod 
which contained comments 
about the project in Sunderland 
supported by the Oxford Dio- 
cese. It is a pity that the report 
was so one-sided. 

The critical remarks were 
made by only one person. Eve- 
ryone else who spoke was en- 
tirely supportive. It is unfortu- 
nate that the impression is being 
created that money from the 
Diocese is being wasted on this 
enterprise. 

Further points need to be 
made. The Sunderland project 
is one of about 600 receiving 
grants from the Church Urban 
Fund, all of which are carefully 
monitored. The work in Sun- 
derland, though very much in 
the spirit of ‘Faith ip the City’, 
differs from many in that it is 
about going beyond immediate 
material needs to understanding 
underlying causes. It is not like 
sending aid to a famine-stricken 
country. 

It is asking questions about 
why a local community in a 
place like Sunderland is so out 
of touch with the church and 
how the church can best respond. 
It is essential to explore this 
question if the money is not to 
be wasted in inappropriate re- 
sponses which may only in- 
crease dependency. Service pro- 
vision, while often necessary, is 
not the only way in which the 
church is required to respond to 


the needs of people in society. 

At the June meeting of 
Synod, Yvonne Fife, the project 
worker in Sunderland, described 
the work she is doing. Among 
other initiatives, she has pro- 
moted a ‘Have Your Say’ audit 
for residents of an area faced 
with redevelopment, introduced 
courses for Christians on the 
implications of Sunderland’s 
City Challenge award and a the- 
ology of the city. Exchange vis- 
its have also taken place. She 
also made it clear that efforts to 
make progress had been ham- 
pered by the slowness of the 
local church to respond to the 
work she was pioneering. 

This has important lessons 
for us, including the need to be 
patient and not expect worth- 
while results in the short term. It 
also indicates the' need to be 
open to new ways of communi- 
cating with other members of 
the community with back- 
grounds different from our own. 

The project has almost a 
year to run. The Oxford/Sun- 
derland Link Group is seeking 
ways of making best use of that 
time to evaluate its lessons and 
sharing them with the wider 
church. I would like to hear from 
parishes in the Diocese which 
would be interested in learning 
from the experience of the 
project. 

Revd Peter Atkinson 
Faith in the City Diocesan 
Link Officer 

Kind Words 

At the last meeting of the stand- 
ing committee of St Mary’s 
Church, Thame PCC it was pro- 
posed and agreed that we should 
write to you to offer our prayers 
and support for the way in which 
you present so many issues in 
The DOOR. 

It can never be easy to be at 
the centre of such issues which 
might be controversial or be seen 
to be matters of principle but we 
believe you have kept a bal- 
anced view and held on to Bib- 
lical truths. 

Please accept our thanks for 
all of your efforts, hard work, 
the readability of your newspa- 
per and particularly for Edito- 
rial comment of the type on fam- 
ily life and Christian marriage 
in the October issue. 

Keith Hartley 
Thame 



FISHER + 
TOWNSENDI 

(Funeral Directors) 
Office and Chapel of Rest 
81 High Street, Witney 
Tel: (0993) 702675 

day and night 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 


BROMLEY 
she? & SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone: Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with Xitiij— 
yuarantee. 

IONUMENTAL MASON 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
STANLEY TOTTON 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


„ The. 
Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Banbury 270000 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 266333 
Slough 531011 



the 


Eton 


• Youth Groups of up to 28 

• Full Board 

• Rural Location 

m Close to Windsor 

& The River Thames 

Write to: 


Colin Morton 
The Eton Dorney 
Centre, 

The Vicarage, 
Dorney, 

Windsor, 

Berks, SL4 60S 
for our latest 
brochure. 



Tel: (0628) 662823 


Plann 



YOU may not have consid- 
ered planning ahead for your 
funeral, but it really can 
make sense. Inflation is 
pushing costs even higher 
and your relatives could find 
themselves with a hefty bill to 
pay when you have passed 
away. 

To counter this, Dignity in 
Destiny offer pre-paid funeral 
plans at today’s prices - no 
matter what the cost has 
become when the arrange- 
ments are actually required. 
Perhaps even more impor- 
tantly than cost alone, by 
arranging the details yourself 
you will spare your loved 
ones a traumatic decision 
making process at a very 
unhappy time. Everyone will 
know that the service you 
receive is exactly how you 
wanted it to be. Dignity is 
Destiny is affiliated to the 
largest quoted company of 


w '. 

* ' r J 


funeral directors in the coun- 
try so there’s bound to be a 
business near you. 

There is no age limit, no 
health questions, and you 
will have absolute security 
form the Dignity In Destiny 
Trust Fund (Custodians: 
Lloyds Bank pic). And 
because the company was 
co-founded by Help The 
Aged, you can feel assured 
in the knowledge of the high- 
est possible standards of 
service. 

Payments can be made 
either in one lump sum or in 
60 easily affordable monthly 
instalments. There’s no 
catch, just a pre-paid and 
fully planned funeral service 
giving you complete peace of 
mind. 

For more information 
about the full range of Dignity 
Plans, phone now without 
obligation. 



KJ^RIEE 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
Over 400 branches 
throughout the It.K. 



COFOUNOED 

IY 

J 


Help the Aged 


DIGNITY PLANS PROVIDE THE ANSWER 

Dignity in Destiny - founded by Help The Aged and the Plantsbrixik Group pic, 
the largest publicly quoted Funeral Directors in the U.K. (over 400 branches). 
For a modest single payment or monthly instalments over 5 years your funeral 
expenses can he pre paid and forgotten. 

Insurance policies cannot provide this service - Dignity Plans can, and their 
clients have found the Peace Of Mind from knowing that the problem has been 
resolved. 

* No Health Questions 

* All Ages Welcome 

* Quality of Service 
and Price Guaranteed 

* Financial Security 

* Inflation Proof 

For more information 

Telephone 081 570 2127 or 081 572 8200 
OR RETURN THE COUPON BELOW 


1/We would like to receive more information about Dignity I 



NAME. 

ADD! 


Post Code Tel. No. 


PItm confine and forward to: DIGNITY PLANS. P.O. Bo* 233, Hounslow TW5 OSH j 
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THE CENTRE POINT 




MOVEMENT FOR 
THE ORDINATION OF 
WOMEN 

in the Oxford Diocese 


fo t&e 


An act of worship on the 
first anniversary of the 
vote 



Thursday 11th November 1993 
at 8.00 pm 



SEND CHRISTIAN 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


All with text and Gospel verses by J Danson Smith 

24 for £3.50 - 30 better quality £4.50 
50 for £8.60 - Bargain 100 - £13.50 

SPLENDID GIFT ITEMS 

* New Testament on cassette (AV) in album £25.00 

* Beautiful 12-page turnover calendar 

* ‘Scripture Pictorial’ (12 views) £3.85 
* Poem books by J Danson Smith 

100 Best Loved Poems £5.95 
God Who Comforteth £1.65 
Poems of Comfort and Blessing £1 .65 
Songs in the Night 90p 


* Prophecy books bv TC Danson Smith 
Terrors to Come 


rto £2.95 

From the Rainbow to the Rapture £2.95 
Basic Fundamentals of the Faith £2.95 
Signs of the Saviour's Return £1 .95 

* Deliverance books by Rebecca Brown 
He Came to Set the Captives Free 
(Testimony of converted witch) £7.80 
Prepare for War £8.95 
Becoming a Vessel of Honour £9.95 

All prices include postage 
McCALL BARBOUR, Dept C.E., 
George IV Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1EN 


Want to save the 
ENVIRONMENT? 

(or just space in your bin) 

Are you re-cycling cans or 
considering the possibility? 

PRESERVE PRECIOUS METAL RESOURCES 
AND REDUCE POWER CONSUMPTION 
(KEEPING DOWN GREENHOUSE GASES) 

WE CAN HELP YOU MAKE IT EASIER! 

The biggest problem with saving cans and taking them to 
the re-cycling point is the large space they take up while 
storing them and how bulky they are to carry 

The Step-On ' 2 in 1’ Can Crusher reduces 
cans to about 25% of their normal size! 



• Easily crushes aluminium 
and STEEL cans (most 
food cans are steel) 

• The Can Crusher’s small 
size makes for easy 
storage 

• Easy and safe. for use by 
adults, it has special anti- 
slip feet 


AVAILABLE FROM 

SUPPLIES 


on the A4 at Thatcham, (opp. Jumbo) 


or by post from: Lojer Products, 86 Chapel Street, Thatcham- 

(add £3 carriage for p&p) or TEL: 865882 


The Third Order of the Society of St Francis 


The Society of St Francis is a world- wide Anglican religious community, made up of 
three Orders, all of whom take lifedong vows. The First Order is an active order of friars 
and sisters, while the Second Order is an enclosed Order of sisters, such as the 
Community of St Clare at Freeland in this Diocese. There are about 200 men and women 
in these two Orders in America, Australia, the UK and the Pacific Islands. 

The brothers and sisters of the Third Order are ordinary men and women, both lay 
and ordained, who follow a Franciscan vision, with a personal rule of life. They are 
committed to the challenge of following Jesus and living simply. Tertiaries meet in small 
groups as well as larger area meetings for support and stimulus. 

There are 68 Tertiaries in the Oxford area, each following a personal rule of life which 
includes guidelines for discipleship in the following areas: eucharist, penitance, personal 
prayer, self-discipline, retreat, study, simplicity, work and obedience. 

If you would like to know more, contact either the Revd Martin Gillham, Kintbury 
Vicarage, Newbury, Berks RG15 0TS. Tel: 0488 58243 or Mrs Ann Potts, 39 Larkswood 
Drive, Crowthorne, RG11 6RH. Tel: 0344 773549. 



Saint, Troubadour, Green 
Theologian, Revolutionary, 
Fanatic, Clown - whatever im- 
pression we may have of 
Francis of Assisi, no-one can 
deny the inspiration he has 
been to many people down 
the centuries. 

Whether he is inviting us to be 
with the poor, or beckoning us to 
discover God in our Muslim 
neighbour, or confronting us with 
deep questions about ourselves, 
Francis challenges us to look 
again at the Gospel of Jesus and 
believe. 

Born Giovanni Bernadone in 
1181 in Assisi, Italy, he was the 
son of a wealthy merchant and a 
French mother who taught him 
the romantic songs of the trouba- 
dours, from which he gained his 
name, II Francesco - the little 
Frenchman. 

As a teenage rebel tear-away, 
he had a remarkable conversion 
experience which turned him first 
to the care of the poor and the 
sick, and to the rebuilding of the 
ruined church of San Damiano, 
and then to the renunciation of his 
inheritance (including his clothes) 


and the life of a hermit. 

His zeal was infectious, and by 



1210 he had been joined by eleven 
‘brothers’ for whom he wrote a 
simple ‘rule’. They lived a life of 
extreme simplicity, preached the 
good news of Christ, and demon- 
strated their new freedom by car- 
ing for the poor and outcast. In 
1212 an 18 year-old Italian no- 
blewoman, Clare Favorino, left 
her home to join the new move- 
ment, and in time led a group of 


women to live an enclosed con- 
templative life at San Damiano 
(often called the Poor Clares). 

The effect of Francis’ new 
movement was a rapid expansion 
of numbers as more and more 
people found this an authentic 
expression of Christian living. 
Merchants, priests, labourers, 
mothers, servants and children 
clamoured to follow after Francis. 
In 1214 in an ‘Open Letter to all 
the Faithful’, Francis set out the 
basis for what was to become the 
Third Order of Franciscans. 

Francis emphasised the value 
of simplicity of life, with devo- 
tion to what he called ‘Lady Pov- 
erty’. His deep commitment to 
Christ led to the appearance on 
his body of the marks (stigmata) 
of the wounds of Christ. Francis 
died, laid on the earth, 'in 1226, 
and was canonised in 1228. 

Often regarded as the greatest 
disciple of Jesus, Francis contin- 
ues to exert a powerful influence 
on contemporary Christians 
through what might be called the 
Franciscan vision. 


Martin Gillham 


Father of the Forsaken 


If there was one thing the young Francis 
could not stand it was lepers! This fas- 
tidious young man in his gorgeous clothes 
used to cover his nose and ride out of his 
way to avoid going anywhere near them. 
Then one day as he was riding his horse 
in the valley below Assisi, he saw di- 
rectly in his path a beggar 
ravaged by leprosy. His 
heart was moved, and he 
dismounted and placed a 
coin in the bleeding hand. 

And then he kissed the leper. 

The incident was one of 
the turning points in 
Francis’ life. Later he was 
to write that it had seemed 
very bitter to him to see 
lepers, but the Lord himself led him 
among them, and when he left, what had 
seemed bitter had been changed into 
sweetness and joy. 

Since then Franciscans have sought 
to embrace the leper, whether it is the 
leper inside ourselves or the people the 
world rejects. From that time too, serv- 
ice to the needy has been a great 
Franciscan ideal. 

From the beginning the Fransican 
: was different to other forms 
of religiouslifeTA^ lived in 

the country in permanent monasteries. 


O Father 
of the forsaken 
and Lover of 
the unloved 
Make us bearers 
of Your Presence 
to all 


the Friars lived in simple buildings 
among the people of the towns and 
would move from place to place preach- 
ing and working. New towns were pro- 
ducing new social problems with great 
numbers of poor and outcast people 
whom nobody cared for, and it was 
these people that the early 
Franciscans served. 

When the Third Order in 
the Anglican Church was 
formed in 1931, it wasa time 
of great financial depression. 
In those early years some 
Tertiaries limited their 
weekly expenditure to the 
equivalent of the dole and 
gave away any surplus to 
those.in need. 

It is not surprising in view of these 
strong traditions to find Tertiaries today 
working in areas of need. Mary Cherry 
from the Oxford Area is chairman of 
Oxfam. Other Tertiaries in the region 
can be found visiting Broadmoor Hos- 
pital, helping at Advice Bureaux, visit- 
ing prisons, working with the homeless, 
and undertaking many similar tasks. 

There is a myth which says that when 
Francis left the leper he turned and looked 
back, and there was nobody there, be- 
cause it was Christ himself that he served. 



LIVING BY THE 


" 


Members of the Third Order agree 
to abide by a Rule of Life which 
sets out their commitment to 
prayer, worship, service, self de- 
nial, study, simplicity and obedi- 
ence. Sometimes people are 
aghast at the very idea. “How 
awful,” they say. “Surely we must 
be spontaneous and free? We dc 
not find God in lots of rules and 
regulations”. That is true, but a 
good Rule is not about burdening 
people with lots of restrictions 
and regulations. 

Living with a Rule is about 
making a space in our hearts and 
our lives to receive the touch of 
God. A Rule is about providing 
the right environment for love to 
grow. It is not like a suit of ar- 
mour which weighs us down and 
makes movement difficult, but 
rather like a skeleton which grows 
with us, and enables us to run 
with the wind and reach up to the 
skies. 

I think we can become rather 
deluded with a concept of “free- 
dom” which can actually mean 
the freedom to self-destruction, 
to do our own thing regardless of 
others or to worship God only 
when we feel like it. True free- 
dom comes as we learn to be at 
one with the heart-beat of God. 
True freedom is experienced 
when we know we are in a safe 
place, free from harm, because 
just as there are boundaries which 
protect us from racing cars or 
cliff edges, so we have estab- 
lished boundaries in our lives 
within which we can safely take 
the chance of letting his healing, 
love and grace do their work. 

Because our lives are all so 
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THE RULE 


different, (we are ordained and 
lay, men and women, married and 
unmarried) we share a common 
structure in our Rules, but in de- 
tail it is personal to each one. We 
work out with our Spiritual Di- 
rectors the minimum time we will 
spend in prayer each day; what 
Franciscan simplicity will mean 
in our lives, and so on, and the 
Rufe then has to be approved by 
the Order. Although our profes- 
sion vows are for life, our com- 
mitment to the Rule is renewed 
annually and this enables us to 
change the detailed form when 
circumstances permit or demand. 

Strangely we find that new 
postulants almost always want to 
make their Rule of prayer and 
service too difficult, probably as 
an expression of their commit* 
ment to God. Novice Counsellors 
and Directors frequently have to 
suggest that something much sim- 
pler is needed. A Rule which is 
more like a trellis, enabling the 

eLessed 
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plant to grow and stretch and 
spread, and one which will en- 
able us to learn something of the 
glorious freedom of the children 
of God. 

1 have been more and more 
aware recently that Kingdom-liv- 
ing involves the coming together 
of two things: one is our will, and 
the other is the grace and power 
of God. God cannot do his work 
of love and healing in us if we do 
not will it to be so, and our Rule is 
part of that ongoing affirmation 
and willingness to try and live our 
lives in a way that is deeply re- 
ceptive to the moving of his grace. 

Ann Potts 

Regional Chaplain of the Third Order 
( Thames ) 


The DOOR, November 1993 ^ 


THE FRANCISCAN THIRD ORDER 




May the power of 
your love, O Lord, 
fiery and sweet as 
honey. 

Wean our hearts from 
all that is under 
heaven. 

That we may die for 
the love of your love. 
You who were so 
good as to die for love 
of our love. 

A Prayer of St Francis 

Helping with 
mission teams 


Members of the Third Order fre- 
quently work with the Brothers 
and Sisters of the First Order on 
mission teams. In May this year, 
St Margaret’s Church, Oxford, 
held a week called ‘Flame of 
Faith’. Ann Potts was part of the 
Franciscan team which supported 
their mission. 

“St Margaret’s is a lively, 
gifted parish which already had 
good links with the parish,” said 
Ann. “A lot of the work they did 
in their mission was about build- 
ing up those links, and exploring 
both how they could connect with 
the concerns of the community, 
and how that related to the life of 
the church. 



“As a team we spent our time 
preaching, singing, walking, talk- 
ing, praying and eating. We fol- 
lowed that by speaking and lis- 
tening, laughing and agonising, 
and then talking, praying and eat- 
ing all over again! The week was 
spiced with laughter and we all 
grew very close together. 

“I think that ‘ Flame of Faith ’ 
produced in the parish that great 
surge of creative energy which is 
the touch of the Holy Spirit. 1 
went there as a stranger, but by 
the end of the week it was hard to 
come away, and I was left won- 
dering how they would focus that 
energy and what they would do 
with this new thing.” 

Ann Potts 



Oxford area tertiaries at Freeland Abbey : (From left) Penelope 
Fletcher, Oxford Area Convenor Thames Region, tertiaries Stephen 
and Megan Russell with Hannah, and the Revd Martin Gillham 

The Franciscan Vision 


Francis sought to live out the 
Gospel of Jesus. While remain- 
ing loyal to the Church of his day, 
he chose a radical interpretation 
of authentic Christianity based 
on imitation of Christ, poverty, 
prayer, witness and obedience. 
Instead of a dull asceticism, his 
life created an effusion of joy 
which set hearts on fire with a 
new love for God. 

Francis teaches us something 
very profound about God’s heal- 
ing of our inner selves, and our 
divided world. When he kissed 
the leper on the path ahead of 
him, he embraced his darker self 
with the grace of Christ. Like- 
wise, he took his place amongst 
the creatures around him, calling 
them ‘brothers and sisters’, open- 
ing up himself to be part of na- 
ture. In a violent world, bristling 
with castles, he was without fron- 
tiers; for his vision of a brotherly 
universe is not a nostalgic evoca- 
tion of a lost paradise, but one in 
which forgiveness leads to recon- 
ciliation and unity. Francis re- 
veals God’s work in him as he 
becomes integrated, not only 
within himself, but also with the 


frightening elements of the di- 
vided world. This is shown in his 
taming of the wolf, in his contro- 
versial visit to the Muslim leader 
of the Saracen forces opposing 
the crusading armies. 

Francis utilised the religious 
vows of poverty, chastity and obe 
dience, seeing poverty as free 
dom from Self, chastity as the 
total gift of Self, and obedience as 
joyful abandonment to God. The 
characteristics pf Franciscan life 
have been described as humility, 
love and joy . Franciscans are com- 
mitted ecologists, as you would 
expect, but their agenda also in- 
cludes issues of justice and peace, 
set within a personal spirituality. 
The vision often means that 
Franciscans have an evangelical 
faith, with a catholic understand 
ing of the Church and worship, a 
charismatic emphasis on devel- 
opment of gifts, and a liberal or 
radical approach to the needs of 
the world. 

Martin Gillham 

The Revd Martin Gillham is Vicar of 
Kintbury and Regional Guardian of 
the Thames Region Third Order 
Society of St Francis 


Fellowship with other communities 


Some of the other Anglican 
communities in this Diocese 
also have ‘third’ orders or fel- 
lowships for lay men and 
women. These vary greatly in 
the level of commitment re- 
quired. For example, Mother 
Margaret Mary of the Society 
of the Precious Blood, 
Burnham Abbey in Taplow, 
explains that men and women 
wishing to be associated with 
Burnham can become either 
Companions or Oblates, de- 
pending on their other com- 
mitments. “The Companions 
are men and women who wish 
to identify themselves with the 
life and aims of the Society and 
to share in its worship and in- 
tercession as fully as possible 
according to the varying cir- 


cumstances of their lives,” she 
says. Each person has an indi- 
vidual ‘Rule’ or way of life to 
follow. “The Companions’ 
Rule is deliberately flexible to 
accommodate people who are 
living very busy lives, while 
the Oblates’ Rule requires more 
prayer and a commitment to 
the Divine Office and some 
degree of obedience to the 
Community.” 

The Benedictine Burford 
Priory has about 30 oblates, 
both men and women, clergy 
and lay, who live ‘in the world' 
as opposed to within the com- 
munity. They are scattered all 
over the country from New- 
castle to York as well as in the 
Burford area. 

The Community of the Sis- 


ters of the Love of God, 
Fairacres has various fellow- 
ships open to those who share 
the community’s vocation to liv- 
ing the contemplative life. These 
include oblates, priest-associates 
and the ‘Fellowship of the Love 
of God’, a group of people, both 
here and overseas, who are inter- 
ested in the welfare of the Com- 
munity and wish to be associ- 
ated with it. 

Other communities with 
which one can be associated in- 
clude Elmore Abbey in 
Newbury, the Society of St John 
the Evangelist in Oxford, St Mary 
the Virgin in Wantage and the 
Society of the Sacred Mis< 
Milton Kej 
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CHRIST’S HOSPITAL 



The Bluecoat School, Horsham, Sussex 

Founded in 1SS2, Christ’s Hospital is a major educational 
charity that aims to provide educational excellence in an ethos 
of care for children of families in need aged 11-18. Fee contri- 
butions are related to the family income and range from Nil for 
families whose gross income is less than £10,150, to 
£10,185pa for families whose gross income is over £40,600. 

Five Government Assisted Places available annually. 
Entry in September 1994 is limited to children bom between 
1 September 1982 and 31 October 1983 who will be eligible 
for examination on 5-6 January 1994. Closing date for applica 
tions is 19 November 1993. 

Special consideration will be given to children who have lived 
in the Ancient Parish of St Mary Magdalen, Oxford and 
Cowley for at least one year and attended a maintained school 
for at least three years. 

Admission available also at Sixth Form level. 
Applications are welcome from any families who feel that 
their children, boys or girls, might benefit from a boarding 
school education. 

Further information from: 

Mrs Jill Wilkinson, Admissions Officer, 

Christ’s Hospital, Horsham, 

West Sussex RH13 7YP. 

Tel: 0403 211293 

Rag Ckartty N«. 3*6975 
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A reputation 
for excellence 





An the quest for excellence in Classical Church 
Organs, Makin have developed their range of 
instruments in Standard, Custom and Special 
Series models, encompassing tab and drawstop 
consoles of the highest calibre, at unbeatable 
prices. 

Makin were privileged to be invited by Salisbury 
Cathedral, to provide a suitable, English voiced 
organ, whilst major renovation work is carried out 
to the pipe organ. The 
Makin MD455 (pictured 
below) now supports the 
Cathedrals music . 
programme. 

For Cathedral, Church or 
Home there is a Makin 
organ to suit every 
location and each budget. Traditionally designed 
consoles, computer controlled digital technology 
and many more exciting features combine to create 
classical, English voiced organs 
capable of performing the 
classical orsaxuram tOOO. 


For your information pack on all Makin Organs and details 
of assessment and demonstration services, please contact. 
Makin Organs Ltd, Classical Organ Centre. Franklin Street, 
Oldham. Lancs 0LI 2DP. 

Tel: 06 1 -626 5666 Fax: 06 1 -665 2284 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


To advertise ring David Holden on 0865 880505 



STOCKS 

GROUP 


DESIGN BUILD 

NINELANDS LANE, 
GARFORTH, LEEDS LS251NT 
Tel: 0532 868011 


GREETINGS 
AND ALL 
GOOD WISHES 

TO 

ST. GEORGE’S 
CHURCH 
OWLSMOOR 


Craig Hall & Rutley 

ARCHITECTS & SURVEYORS 
2 John Street, London WC1N 2HJ 
Tel: 071 831 7575 


are pleased to have been appointed by 
and work with 

SWGDCIKS 

on OWLSMOOR CHURCH 
CAMBERLEY 

For your FREE no obligation quotation 
telephone: (0602) 770212 


Harrison Electrical 

Limited 

The Complete Electrical 
Design & Contracting 
* Service 

We are delighted to be associated with 
STOCKS GROUP and OWLSMOOR 
CHURCH, OWLSMOOR, CAMBERLEY 
and look forward to sharing their 
success in the future 



THE STOCKS Group has 
been in existence for 
over 60 years supplying 
building products and 
building services and in 
a period of 25 years 
have completed over 200 
Church related building 
projects throughout the 
U.K., both as main 
contractor and design 
builders. Additionally, 
many more feasibility 
studies have assisted 
Church Clients to plan 
their future growth in 
order to sustain and 
enrich the life of the 
Church and community. 

In relation to building 
developments, Stocks have 
always placed emphasis on 
the need for a co-operative 
working partnership 
involvement with the 
Church in order to progress 


through common 

commitment to the 

satisfactory completed 
project. 

To achieve this end and 
at the same time avoid the 
potential confrontation and 
conflict that has often been 
part of the traditional 
procurement route for 
buildings, the design and 
build alternative can provide 
major advantages. 

In order to maximise 
these advantages it is 
essential that the 
ingredients of the design 
and build mix are 
appropriate to the Church’s 
needs and that both design 
flair and awareness of the 
spiritual and practical needs 
of the building are 
integrated with specialised 
contracting experience 
which embraces the quality 
of services and findings 
within the building to reflect 



Rockbourne Civil Engineering Ltd 


Old Brickyard Road, Sandleheath Industrial 
Estate, Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 1PA 
Tel: 0425 652409/656969. Fax: 0425 656583 

Rockbourne Civil Engineering Limited, as 
the appointed project groundworkers, offer 
their congratulations to everyone involved 
in the opening of the new 
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH, OWLSMOOR 
and wish the congregation the very best 
for the future. 

Let us solve your Domestic Drainage 
Problem however small 
For advice and a FREE quotation, 
just give us a call 


F. C. Burrow Limited 

FLOORING CONTRACTOR 
Spa Street, Oesett WF5 OHJ 
Tel: (0924) 274064 Fax: (0924) 2701 71 

• SPECIALISTS IN MASTIC ASPHALT AND 
DECORATIVE FLOORING 

• BUILT-UP ROOFING 

are pleased to have been involved on the 
Owlsmoor Church Project — 
and wish them well 


1 Wyther Lane 

I ppHq 

Tel: (0532) 782247 
Fax:(0532)744407 


LS53BT 5ta>1 ’ VI Tel: (C 

2)782247 MgM 

12)744407 UJM W 


M 
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„ m Brockhouse 
I XgModemfoJd 
VM Limited 


Brockhouse Modern fold Limited are 
pleased to have manufactured and 
installed the partition at St George’s. 

Brockhouse Modernfold Ltd 
Bethesda Road, Tumble, Llanelli, 

Dyfed SA14 6LH. 

Tel: (0269) 841313. Fax: (0269) 845334 




Member of 


TJeParttlonlng Industry Association 
Gold Aw»\* >A/w>n<irs 1991, 1992 


Mambw* of E1P Group pic Registered Mo 246130 



the building function. Both 
Stocks Design and Build 
and Architects Craig Hall & 
Rutley fulfil these 
requirements. 

With the design objective 
aimed to indicate the 
character and vision of the 
local Church community, 
with accommodation to 
cater for everyday and 
special day needs, the 
contractor’s progressive 
concurrent cost 

assessments related to 
specialist construction know 
how is so essential to 
provide cost certainty 
requirements of the 
Church’s financial planning 
and fundraising procedures. 

The capital investment in 
the provision of a new 
building must also be 
considered together with the 
Life Cycle Cost elements 
and whilst this must relate 
to the Church’s planning for 
the use of the buildings, 
Stocks contribute to keeping 
these costs as low as 
possible by providing low 
maintenance buildings with 
energy conservation high on 
the list of considerations. 

Stocks involvement with 
St. George’s Church has 
been greatly assisted by the 
clarity and definition of the 
Church’s requirements, an 
area which is of the utmost 
importance to the success 
of the ensuring activities. 
These requirements 
obviously accrue from the 
results of research into 
current and future needs of 
the community and the 
contribution that the Church 
will make towards the 
fellowship and welfare of 
the family unit. 

Stocks are ready to input 
the results of their many 


years specific experience 
into all new Church, Church 
Hall, and extension 
proposals and all initial 
consultations carry no cost 
on further obligations to the 
Church involved. 

Brian Clarke 
Chartered Builder 
Stocks Group 

As architects for the new 
church, Craig Hall & Rutley 
have called upon their 
extensive experience of 
church design to produce a 
scheme of simplicity and 
openness, and yet full of 
meaning and spiritual 
significance. 

The parish church means 
different thing to different 
people. To the non- 
churchman it is a place for 
weddings, funerals and 
baptisms. For the 
churchgoer it is a place of 
assembly for like minded 
folk, a place of meeting with 
God, a place for exercising 
the ministry which is the 
work of the people of God. 
And so much more. All 
these require expression 
through the design of the 
building. 

At St. George’s, the 
church’s presence is 
announced by the 
‘Campanile’ bell tower and 
the open entrance. As one 
goes deeper to the heart of 
the building a 
transformation from secular 
to sacred takes place; 
meeting with God taking 
precedence over meeting 
with men. here are the 
symbols of worship, the 
altar, the stained glass 
window, the font. 

Martin Heijne 
Chartered Architect 
Craig Hall & Rutley 


For all your HIRE NEEDS 

DECORATING BWLPIHfl 

GARDENING REPAIRING 

HIRE THE RIGHT TOOLS 

from southdown SMALL TOOLS LTD 
99 Station Road, Thatcham 
Tel: 0635 865150 

Opan: 7.30 am - 5.30 pm Weekday* Sam - 12 noon Saturday a 

of I. HEWDEWSTUXBT Omm. I*. Dlvtatai 



NEW AND RESTORATION PLASTERWORK CARRIED 
OUT TO CHURCHES, CHURCH HALLS, 
SCHOOLS ETC. 

Contact us on: 061 973 8357 
A&S WALLACE (s/c) Ltd 


9 Vastern Road, 
Reading, Berkshire 
RG18DJ 


Td: (0734) 567289 
Fan (0734) 580166 
— 1 mQMm ■ —she *trm» 




THE CONl^TEBO^FIlfG SERVICE 


LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE - SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
PHONE US FOR THAT QUOTE - NO SALESMAN Wll CALL -NO PRESSURE SEUJNQ 
WE D0N7 NEED TO- OUR PERSONAL SERVICE, FRENDLY ADVICE AND KEEN PRICES DO IT FOR US! 
FLAT ROOFING WORKS 

♦ Al your existing tool removed ★ A brand new twee layer butt up Ml roofing system txed wit) a 
mineral Irish to LA Bfifiah Standards * A tot tan year guarantee against leakage (witoout aM fiat smal 
pdnf) * Quality workmanship next to none ★ A Ml defied quotation witiout otftgalon 
BAS Roofing are members of toe Ruberotd Nofllp Federakon and recommended contractors for toe 


supply and lx of toe Ruberoid Noftip M»*i Performance let roofing system (at seen advertised on T V. 
by Our /Enry). If repti redone can supply samples of boto toe tradfiorwl and Noffp teke so tost you 


personally can eee toe difference and make your chotoe. Coafinga can be supplied lor boto system a if 


HAS YOUR LEAKING ROOF CAUSED INTERNAL DAfifiAGE? 

Damaged oefiinge end deoorafione can be repaired or repteoed. 

MAIN ROOF REPAIRS 

We also specialise In elate and Me repairs, complete slated and Med roof replacement works, 
ieadworks and chimney stack repairs. 

BAS ROOFING ARE HERE TO SUIT YOU. 

No more speaking to that impersonal answer machine - your oal wto be dealt wito personally during 
normal office hours and a fixed appoin talent made at • tone to auk you - including Saturday mornings. 
THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE SERVICES OFFERED BY BIS ROOF NO. F YOUR PROBLEM 18 NOT 
HERE - GIVE US A RING. WE ARE SURE WE CAN HELP 
WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR 21 YEARS BY QrVTNQ 
THE BEST SERVICE ANO VALUE FOR MONEY 
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THE MAKING OF 
OWLSMOOR CHURCH 




Pictures: (top left) Nicola 
Kantorowicz with the round 
stained glass window she 
designed and made. It in- 
cludes seven lights repre - 
senting the seven spirits of 
God ; (bottom left) stonema- 
son, Andrew Lever with the 
foundation stone which he 
donated to the church. It was 
laid by the Bishop of Read- 
ing on July 5 .(Bottom right) 
Parish Vicar, Father Martin 
Dudley with the new church 
which replaced awooden 
church on the same site . 
Photos: Frank Blackwell 


•V v;\ 
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When Martin Heijne, architect of 
St George’s, Owlsmoor looked at 
some plans of early Christian 
churches, he was surprised to find 
that they were not unlike his own 
designs for the new church. That 
is because Martin Dudley, Vicar 
of Owlsmoor, a committed 
liturgist, insisted that the building 
should offer not only modern fa- 
cilities such as a creche and coun- 
selling rooms but a traditional lay- 
out. 

He believes that a church build- 
ing should itself be a statement 
and “the presence of God medi- 
ated through signs and symbols 
and ritual actions.” One priority 
for the new church was that the 
altar, which had been at the west 
end in the old church, should be at 
the east end as a symbol of light 
and resurrection. Another was that 
there should be a clearly defined 
sanctuary, a narthex or gathering 
area to separate the worship and 


secular areas, a baptistry and space 
outside for processions. 

Owlsmoor is a housing devel- 
opment near Sandhurst. Its first 
“tin church” was built on the site 
in 1880 as a mission church for 
the parish of St John the Baptist, 
Crowthome. In the 1950’s it was 
replaced by a wooden church and 
eventually transferred to the par- 
ish of Sandhurst before becoming 
an independent parish in 1985. 

The problem with the wooden 
church, says Martin Dudley is that 
it didn’t look like achurch. Known 
locally as the “scout ftut” it was, 
he said, “difficult to get people 
past the door. We wanted the new 
church to look like a church,” he 
said. 

But the new church is not 
only about liturgy, it is for and 
about people. Space for youth 
activities was another priority. The 
huge granite altar was presented 
by the Crowthome congregation. 


while an icon of St George on the 
north side of the sanctuary was 
given in thanksgiving for the min- 
istry of Mrs Florence Score, an 
organist at the second Owlsmoor 
church. The unusual freestanding 
belltower which holds a large new 
bell and a smaller one from the 
wooden church commemorates 
Martyn Davies, a member of the 
congregation who died in 1992. 
The marvellous east window by 
Nicola Kantiorowicz, which is the 
focus of the whole church, was 
the gift of the Parish of St 
Michael’s Sandhurst. 

On October 29 the Bishop of 
Oxford will consecrate St 
George’s in a service of great 
splendour. Having anointed the 
seven consecration crosses at dif- 
ferent points around the worship 
area he will preside at the first 
Eucharist. So the life and ministry 
of Owlsmoor’s third church will 
have begun. 




PLASTERING 

LIMITED 


M.J.W. Plastering Ltd 

54 Itchen Avenue, Bishopstoke 
Eastleigh, Hampshire S05 6JZ 
Tel: (0703) 692583 

Congratulations to the Parish of Owlsmoor 
on the completion of their new Church 
and to Stocks Group for another 
successful project. 


CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
- SO ADVERTISE NOW! 
Telephone (0865) 880505 





ANDREW LEVER 

MJIXE., Dip.F.D. 

Monumental Mason 

Contractor to the Funeral Profession 
Heatherhurst, Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, 
Camber ley, Surrey. 

Tel: Crowthome (0344) 774815 

Andrew Lever Memorials , who had the pleasure of supplying 
the altar and font to the new St George ’s Church, hope the 
Rector and the residents of Owlsmoor enjoy the benefits of 
the new Church and its facilities for many years. 


J. J. HAYDEN 

CONTRACT CARPENTERS 
ONE EASTERN ROAD, BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH, 
ESSEX CM0 8BS 
Telephone: 0621-784775 
Mobile: 0860-913-184 
VAT Reg. No. 594 5271 11 
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CARPETUM AND FLOORING CONTRACTORS 

LOWER ST., SALHOUSE, NORWICH NR13 6AD 

Congratulations to 

OWLSMOOR CHURCH, CAMBERLEY 

Tel: 0603 721315 — Fax: 0603 721695 
NATIONWIDE INSTALLATIONS 


Phillips 

PHILLIPS a SONS (ALTON) UMITED 

Suppliers of Windows, Doors, Mouldings and Timber for 
all purposes especially 

ST GEORGE'S CHURCH, OWLSMOOR CAMBERLEY!! 

BUILDING MATERIAL SPECIAUSTS 

Vauxhall Way, off Bedford Road, Petersfield, 
Hampshire GU32 3DF 
Tel: 0730 263529, Fax: 0730 231253 



A Mm circular East window designed 
and made by Nicola Kantorowicz. The 
window has a global theme with refer- 
cnee lo The Book Of Revelahoa Chapter 
4 v er s es 2-6, and incorporates The Four 


Nicola Kantorowicz 
Contemporary 
Stained Glass 

0732 780376 
Proud to be 

commissioned for the East 
window at 

ST. GEORGE IN OWLSMOOR 




SON 


htrmhirisMi alcers 

HEATOHELD HOUSE 
HIGH STREET, 
DEDDINGTON 
OXONOX5 4SJ 
TELEPHONE: (0869)38115 
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Are very pleased to 
have Supplied 
Church Furnishing to 
OWLSMOOR 
CHURCH, 
CAMBERLEY 





HM- 



Harold Newsome Ltd 

Suppliers of the steel frame to 
St. George’s Church 

Give our best wishes to the 
Diocese of Oxford 

PARAGON WORKS ELDER ROAD 
BRAMLEY LEEDS LS13 4*^ 


TEL- ocox 


370156 


FAX: 0532 564095 


^-fulerson St C Sens 

CERAMICS & MOSAICS 

under Contract to Stocks Bros (Buildings) Lid., wish to 
congratulate the Diocese of Oxford on the opening of the 
new Owlsmoor Church at Camberley. 

23a Longacre Road, Hilltop, 
Dronflald, Sheffield SIB 6UQ 

W»l and Root Tifeng. Mo— i cs and C«ramk» 

Fr— EafematM 

Telephone: Dronflald 411231 
24 hour Answering Service 
Fax: 0246 290350 






HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN A 

WILL? 

We are the NationaljrgajHa* 
leaders Jg^i'ete form from 
wni send^uxt“- 0 u ' a legally valid and fully 
insured will — and all at a fixed price 

(£15 single, £25 double, plus VAT) 



0536 516905 
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ROUTES TO 
REFLECTION: 
Three Bible 
Study Guides 


Three booklet study guides have 
recently made an appearance in 
this country from Australia and 
the USA. The Pocket Bible 
Commentary series (published 
by the Bible Reading Fellowship 
at £3.99) is designed for ‘clergy, 
lay leaders and all involved in 
church discussion groups.’ 
Without assuming a theological 
background, it aims to present 
‘challenging, thought- 
provoking text, which relates 
the Bible to everyday life’. It 
offers discussion questions and 
suggestions for further reading. 

The immediate question is 


It is Bible Sunday on De- 
cember 5. The Revd Gill 
Sumner reviews some of 
the newest books offering 
routes for reflection, study 
and prayer. See also our 
Bible Sunday feature on 
page 5. 

why the pocket book format? If 
it is intended for the commuter 
group leader to read on the train, 
it suffers from not having the 
biblical text printed out. Nor 
does the series seem very sure 
about its target audience. The 
Origins of Life , for instance, 
provides a succinct introduction 
to Genesis Chapters 1-1.1, as 
belonging to the literature of the 
ancient Near East, yet presenting 
a radical challenge to the 
theological ideas of Israel’s 
neighbours. Quotes and 
footnotes refer to a range of 


substantial scholarship (our 
commuter will have plenty of 
homework). The writer has 
perceptive insights of his own 
and is not afraid to tackle today ’s 
controversial topics in his 
comments and the questions 
listed for discussion - gender 
relationships, cultural 
distinctions, etc as well as 
environmental issues. Excellent 
but quite demanding material 
here for the leader of a group 
that enjoys meaty debate. 

The Heart of Christianity on 
the other hand disappointingly 
fails to live up to its declared 
intention of grappling with the 
argument of Romans Chapters 
1 - 8 . What sticks in the mind are 
the illuminating quotes from 
eminent writers as diverse as 
Malcolm Muggeridge and John 
V Taylor. Paul’s developing 
argument gets lost in a series of 
reflections which have a 
‘Thought for the Day’ feel to 
them (more useful as quarrying 
ground for sermons, perhaps?) 
By the time you reach the 
questions, you have a fair idea 
what answers the writer intends 
you to give - but are not much 
better equipped to help others to 
wrestle with Romans. An uneven 
series, but with valuable gems 
for the right situation. 

Group study 

The Beatitude Series (JVP 
Leicester £2.25 each booklet) 
aims to be a flexible friend, 
equally useful for group or 
personal study. There is space 
for writing ‘answers’ under a 


series of questions relating to 
persona) attitudes and actions. 
Each booklet offers six studies 
on Bible passages (a rather 
predictable ‘purple-passage’ 
selection) related to one of the 
Beatitudes. Each study starts 
with an anecdote or observation 
about our own twentieth century 
society: did you know that 
Americans consume 90 acres of 
pizza a day? An icebreaker 
question gets everyone thinking 
about their own feelings and 
attitudes before they read the 
Bible passage. This format and 
approach is very similar to the 
well tried and popular Scripture 
Union Lifebuilder series. But on 
the whole the Leader’s Notes are 
not so informative and the 
discussion questions (and 
expected answers) somewhat 
obvious. 

Back to basics 

Step by Step (Bible Reading 
Fellowship £2.99 per book) 
originated in a suburb of Sydney, 
with three friends in a craft group 
talking over coffee and showing 
an interest in God and the church 
but not knowing where to start. 

The result is an exploration of 
Bible stories, using the Good 
News version, building a basic 
understanding of what the Bible 
says about God and Jesus, about 
the early group of believers, 
about God’s plan unfolding in 
the Old Testament etc. 
Straightforward questions lead 
to making connections between 
then and now. The booklets 
would not be very suitable for 
enquirers with searching 
questions about a God of love 
and a world of suffering, a 
Creator God and a ‘scientific’ 
world, etc. But they have been 
used in baptism interviews and 
prisons, in homes and factories 
and provide a welcome way in 
for those who know nothing 
about the Christian message. 

Gill Sumner 

The Revd Gill Simner is the Associ- 
ate Principal of the Oxford Ministry 
Course and Parish Deacon of 
Kirtlington 
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Grove Books: 
Never stuck 
for an answer 

Grove Books publishes dozens 
of glossy-cover booklets each 
year in at least seven different 
categories. The booklets cost 
no more than £1.80 to £2.80 
each. The Grove Spirituality 
Series, for example, started in 
February 1982, and includes 
such titles as Living the Trinity, 
Praying in the Shadow of the 
Bomb, The New Age - an as- 
sessment, and Praying with 
Children at Home. Grove 
Booklets on Ethics are just as 
wide-ranging and provide use- 
ful teaching for those who are 
unsure of how to approach such 
controversial subjects as the 
unborn child, Aids, peace and 
war, the welfare state and sex 
therapy. There are also series 
on evangelism and ministry. 
The illustration is taken from 
The Cross and Julian of Nor- 
wich by Adrian Daffem. 

Venetia Horton 
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Bishop Anthony explores the 
role of the Country Parson 


It was in a retreat house library that I once found 
a serious work on the Resurrection by a famous 
Oxford theologian in the ‘Fiction’ section. 
Whether this was from ignorance or malice I 
never discovered, but librarians will have to think 
hard where they put Anthony Russell’s new book. 
,Biography? Spirituality? Church History? 
Ministry? Mission? It would not be inappropriate 
in any of these; but this is not to say that it is a 
‘bitty’ book. It is an elegantly structured and 
written penetration into the nature of rural ministry. 

The first part is an introduction to George 
Herbert, whom Russell sees as a model for min- 
istry. The next part offers an account and analysis 
of the changes which have taken place in rural 
society and the church since the seventeenth 
century. In the final section, Russell describes 
how he sees parish and parochial ministry still at 
the centre of the church’s life, but more like a 
voluntary society resourced and run largely by 


‘volunteers’ from the local community and need- 
ing an ‘ enabling’ leadership from new-style coun- 
try parsons. 

The author’s wide reading and careful use of 
his sources is evident throughout, but it is also 
significant that he finished the book while in his 
role as Bishop of Dorchester - for his analysis of 
the present and his hopes for the future are not the 
theories of an armchair observer but clearly based 
on day to day contact with the problems and 
opportunities that an Oxfordshire episcopate pro- 
vides. 

This is a good buy for clergy and laity alike 
and while it may cause librarians to scratch their 
heads, it may provoke many of the rest of us to 
prayer, thought and action. A Country Parson is 
published by SPCK at £15. 

Vincent Strudwick 
Canon Vincent Strudwick is the Principal of the Oxford 
Ministry Course 



Did you know that 
2,000 languages now 
have at least one book 
of the Bible? 

And that Bible Society have 
played a major role in this 
achievement. 

In this country it’s easy for us to take our 

for granted. But for people who speak 

C6te7l^ireTlo^lo^ es i^“ n nation of 

Jesus in their own language for the firs) 
Exciting isn’t it? 



Bible Society are 
known in England and 
Wales for publishing the 
Good News Bible, as well 
as distributing many other 
versions. You may also know us for 
our leadership resources, group Bible study 
material, and our tailor-made seminars for 
churches. 

Whatever you know about us, we want you to 
know we’re speaking your language. 

And while there continues to be a demand for 
'\\ keep on talking about our work. 


Bible Society. Stonehill Green. Wesllea. Swindon. SN5 7DG Telephone: 0793-513713 
Charity Registration No. 232759 
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ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESH AM. BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-7851 18 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 




If next Sunday's readings 
were in Gf 88k, what 
St Paul wrote from his heart would 
go over my head 




TO: Communiations Dept. 

I Wydiffe Bible Translators 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe 
Bucks HP143XL 
Tel 0494 48252 1 iRcpwcd ciuntyi 

Send me a 

FREE Bible Sunday pack 

Name 


1 


, Church Name . 


. Address 


God’s Word is X, 

beyond value when understood by the 
heart. Use our Bible Sunday morning 
pack to remind your congregation of 
that, by showing what it means to people 
in other cultures. 

The pack contains unique children 
activities, inspirational sermon notes, 
flexible service outlines 
and much more. ^ 

mamlLthe I y K i 1 1 Pe0p lEs Praise Y ot// 


Bible Sunday 5 December 1993 


Postcode 


ttWVCIiffE 
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DIOCESAN NEWS 


•A two week long teaching mission in the United Benefice of 
Radley and Sunningwell near Abingdon was such a success that 
some people came back night after night. The mission which was 
launched by the Bishop of Oxford at Family Eucharist in Radley on 
September 12 also included a visit by another Bishop of Oxford, the 
Rt Revd Kenneth Woollcombe. Each evening there was an address 
by Father Barry Orford from the Community of the Resurrection in 
Mirfield. Starting with ‘What’s it all about?’ he outlined the why’s 
and wherefore’s of mission before moving on to ‘Who’s there?’ 
which dealt with the nature of God. ‘One big happy family’ concen- 
trated on the Communion of Saints while the ‘Magnificent Seven’ 
related to the Sacraments. Good and evil and prayer were also 
covered while the final address ‘Take it from here’ presented the 
challenge of going forward in faith as Christians in today’s world. 

Living Harvest 

* Ispden Church near Wallingford celebrated harvest this 
year in both traditional and contemporary style. As well as 
decorating the church with fruit, flowers and vegetables, there 
was an exhibition of the many small firms and businesses in the 
parish. One hundred years ago most people worked in farming, 
now there are furniture and antique restorers, a zoo, a fence firm 
and a cake icing school as well as a shop, post office, two pubs and 
a nursery school. All these and other businesses and of course the 
farms took part in the display which attracted a remarkable 
array of talent and brought in many visitors. 

• Barley Hill Church, Thame's newest church, has sent its 
harvest festival gifts to an orphanage in south east Romania. 
Local teacher Penny Joyce, one of the church's leadership team, 
visited the orphanage last August for two weeks. " It is lovely for 
Barley Hill Church to celebrate harvest by sending them prac- 
tical help", she said. 

Chalvey's links with six continents 

St Peter’s Church, Chalvey clearly rejoices in its role as a micro- 
cosm of the world-wide church. They have links with congregations 
in six continents and hardly a DOOR goes by without a report from 
them of an exotic visitor from far flung fields. During the past six 
months their preachers have included an Australian (Don Barter of 
SPCK) and most recently a Ghanaian , the Revd Noah Mensah, 
Anglican and Resident Chaplain of the ecumenical Accra Ridge 
Church. Father Noah was presented wsith a huge greetings card by 
the children of St Peter’s Sunday School and he has promised to 
send one back to them when he returns to Ghana. 

Ringing memories 

• In 1944 one of the bells in Hook Norton’s St Peter’s Church was 
rung for the last time by Mrs Ellen Wyton before it was taken down. 
Now the bell is in place again having been newly restored and 
dedicated to her husband Frank Wyton who died last year. On 
November 7 the bell will be rung again for the first time by Mrs 
Wyton now aged a remarkable 86. 

• Congratulations to Jean Heller Editor of Hambledon's parish 
magazine who celebrates 25 years as editor. Dozens of magazines 
arrive in The DOOR office and hers is one of our favourites! 
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Gifts for 





The three 1993 Children 's Gift Days have raised over £4,600 for hearing impaired children in the 
Diocese. The proceeds have been divided equally between three projects one in each archdeaconry. 
Penn School in Buckinghamshire will use the money to develop its environmental science . The 
Oxfordshire Hearing Impairment Centre's development of attractive reading material for very 
young deaf children will also benefit and so too will Berkshire Teaching and Support Service who 
are hoping to provide voice-activitated toys and sound-making toys of good quality for use on home 
visits with pre-school hearing impaired children. The Bishop of Oxford handed over the cheques 
and is pictured with (left to right) Roger Fray (then the Diocesan Children 's Officer) ; Ros Pither 
from Berkshire Teaching and Support Service;. Ted Moore , Head of Service for Sensory Impair- 
ment , Oxfordshire; Alan Jones , Head of Penn School. On the right is the Revd Roger Williams , 
Diocesan Chaplain for the Deaf 

CHURCH SCHOOLS SHOW THE WAY 


The Church as a whole has much to learn from the 
best of its schools where there is so much to see of 
the Way of Jesus, said the Rt Revd John Bone, 
Bishop of Reading, in Christ Church Cathedral on 
October 7. He was speaking at the annual service 
for Church school head teachers and governors. 

We live in a time of revolt against imposed 
authority. If a man or woman is to exercise any 
kind of authority whether it be as Prime Minister, 
headteacher or bishop, they have to earn the right 
to be heard and obeyed. Jesus was a man with 
complete authority given Him by God. Yet it was 
an authority He also earned by the way He lived. 
“It is precisely this which gives us some clue as to 
how the Church - whether through the bishop in 
the pulpit or the head taking assembly - can claim 
to exercise authority also. For it reminds us that 
nobody has the right to respect, the right to be 
heard, the right to be obeyed,” said Bishop John. 

“ We are not exempt from living in the Jesus- 
style..the way of being poured out for the vulner- 
able in meeting their deepest needs... the way of 
enabling them to grow by stretching their minds 


and teaching them to see beyond the immediate,” 
he said. Our fragmented and apparently irrecon- 
cilable society needs authority of the right kind - 
which is not always the same kind as Government 
Ministers look for. But Jesus has the authority of 
God Himself. The creative work of education 
does not depend upon our efforts alone, but is part 
of God’s Great Design of love, justice and peace. 
Though authority is challenged from all sides, that 
design will be realised, concluded Bishop John. 


Affirming Catholicism 

The Berkshire group of Affirming Catholi- 
cism, are having their inaugural meeting in 
Owlsmoor’s new St George’s Church (see 
page O) on December! at 730pm. One of the 
movement’s founders Father Jeffery John will 
speak at 838pm after an Advent Service of 
Light There will be also be time for discussion 
and planning of future activities in Berkshire. 


Catholic clergy and laity who support 
ordination of women to the priesthood. 


the 



Obituary 

George 

Appleton 

Many in and around Oxford 
were blessed by the presence of 
Bishop George Appleton in re- 
tirement. He was always will- 
ing to speak to Clergy Wives’ 
groups and other gatherings 
about the fundamentals of prayer 
and the spiritual life. It was the 
golden autumn of a remarkable 
ministry, characterised all 
through by a depth of spiritual- 
ity and wisdom. 

Coming from humble ori- 
gins, he spent twenty years as a 
missionary in Burma, experi- 
encing the hardships of World 
War II under the Japanese. It 
was there that he began to enter 
sympathetically into other reli- 
gions, particularly Buddhism. 
For a period he was Vicar of St 
Botolph’s, Aldgate, where he 
founded the work amongst the 
homeless which has since been 
such a wonderful feature of that 
church. Similar pioneering work 
was done when he went to be 
Archbishop of Perth. 

Aged 67 and looking for- 
ward to retirement, Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey asked him to 
go to Jerusalem as Archbishop 
to bring his gifts as a peace- 
maker to very difficult circum- 
stances. For George was above 
all a reconciler, seeing that 
which was good in opposed peo- 
ples, factions or faiths. Yet, in 
him, this was no fudge, no low- 
est common denominator. It 
sprang from a profound com- 
mitment to Christ, which bore 
fruit not only in his relation- 
ships and talks but in a number 
of helpful books. The Oxford 
University Press chose just right 
in getting him to edit The Ox- 
ford Book of Prayer, which con- 
tains a great wealth from both 
Christian and non-Christian tra- 
ditions. He was a man who 
waited on God, looking for the 
leading of the Holy Spirit - a 
humble, holy man, for whose 
presence and words very many 
are grateful. 

+ Richard Oxon 


THE BIBLE: 
MEDICINE AND MYTH 

Margaret Lloyd Davies BD BA STh 
T A Lloyd Davies MD FRCP 
“Faith does not require the abandonment of 
intellectual enquiry” 

All booksellers 

Price £11.95 ISBN 1-85183-053-7 

SILENT BOOKS 

Silent Books, Swavesey, Cambridge CB4 5RA 




INTO ALL 


THE 


WORLD 


EDGAR PEARSON 



The epic, inspiring autobiography of a minister 
who believes that God blesses actions rather 
than good intentions. A fascinating book about 
a man who hks lived in many places and who 
has always supported those who teach, preach 
boldly and heal in Christ’s name. 

Read it to learn, 
read it to be inspired. 

Available from all good bookshops. 
Hardback illustrated £16.95 

JANUS Publishing Company 
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GwOnmd ira®5 mas/sy fe®@k§ ©©oMud □ 

At©BDDDl?% FtfDI OUQp y 

□ 


Straightaway, we can tell you that WORLD 
OUTREACH is an inter-denominational 
Mission Organisation founded in 1932. 
WORLD OUTREACH has workers in over 
30 countries - and serves as a channel through 
which Churches, Groups and Individuals can 
demonstrate their love for the Saviour by 
active support of overseas ministries. 

After 60 years of Missionary enterprise, 
WORLD OUTREACH continues to be 
involved in Orphanage, Clinic, School, Relief 
and Church-planting ministries, as well as 
Bible 

Schools and Pastor 
Training Seminars. 
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Registered Charity No. 25*378 

28 Trinity Street, Dorchwter, 
Dorset DTI 1EH 



Fuller details are best obtained from our illustrated bi-monthly 
magazine, "THE EVIDENCE”. 


Please send me a FREE copy of ‘THE EVIDENCE” Missionary 

t Magazine, so that I can leam more about the work of WORLD 

— - OUTREACH - and pray for it 


Name. 


Address. 
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A QUESTION OF CARING — CARING IN THE 


C#rW 


Beacon Housing 

ASSOCIATION 

A 24-HOUR EMERGENCY CALL 
SERVICE FOR THE ELDERLY 
AND INFIRM/DISABLED 

Providing an invaluable link outside 
the home should help be required 

Tel: 0753 630450 

and ask for the Control 
Centre Manager 


A NEW DEVELOPMENT IN 
THE TREATMENT OF 
SPECIFIC LEARNING 
DIFFICULTIES 

★ did you know there may be an underlying, 
undetected physical basis to problems with 
reading delay, handwriting difficulties, poor 
concentration, travel sickness, constant 
tiredness, agoraphobia,..? 

★ does your son/daughter have some 
bewildering learning difficulties...? 

★ are you 7 years of age or older...? 

Specialist help is available through the 
work of the Institute For 
Neuro-Physiological 
Psychology. 

For more information 
contact: C.J. Guy (NDT) 

0608 84324 



CHRISTOPHER J GUY 

Developmental Re-education 
ACCORDING to the Institute of Neuro- 
Physiological Psychology, many 
learning difficulties - with reading, 
writing, concentration, time, buttons 
and shoelaces, travel sickness, 
balance problems and phobias can all 
be linked. The common denominator is 
the central nervous system (CNS). 

The remediation of such difficulties 
involves finding out whether or not 
there is a Physical basis to such 
problems through a detailed 
investigation of the CNS. At the heart 
of this investigation lies the question - 
are there primitive ‘baby’ reflexes still 
present, long after they should have 
been integrated? If so, then help is 
available. 

When we are first born our senses 
and our reflexes are inextricably linked 
- we react and respond to internal and 
external sensation without 
understanding why. As we mature, 
reflexive activity should be refined and 
transformed so that individual senses 
develop acuity and a combined 
efficiency. 

A number of clinicians in the 
country exist who work with children 
and aaults alike. (INPP Associates). A 
simple screening can identify whether 
a programme might be beneficial. If so, 
a full diagnostic assessment follows (3 
to 4 hours), at which parents of 
children are encouraged to be present. 
A programme of ‘reflex’ - inhibition 
movements is worked out for each 
individual which take approx, five to 
ten minutes a day. Reviews at six to 
eight week intervals follow and the 
entire programme should take approx 
a year. 

Chris Guy is an Associate of the 
Institute. He has practices in south 
Warwickshire and Cheltenham, but 
also visits schools and occasionally 
individuals where necessary. With a 
broad seventeen years teaching 
experience in the background he 
began practising the developmental 
work in 1989. 

Further, more detailed information 
with a questionnaire may be obtained 
by contacting him on: (0608-84324) or 
(0242-233500), alternatively, the 
Institute in Chester on (0244) 311414. 

PIPER LEE AND 
PIPER LTD 

FINDING the right home is not an easy 
task. There are now an increasing 
number of homes to choose from - 


each one offering a varied number of 
facilities. 

We have a CARE programme 
which is designed to help elderly 
people through the maze when faced 
with the problem of finding either 
private residential or nursing home 
accommodation. 

The programme helps select a 
home that meets the required criteria 
from the smallest detail to the more 
important questions of what level of 
health care is provided, facilities 
available, the fees charged and 
preferred location. 

Once we have found suitable 
homes to meet the required needs we 
prepare a detailed report. This avoids 
the elderly person or their relatives 
having to travel from one home to 
another in order to find the home most 
suitable. 

We can also demonstrate in the 
report how long fees are likely to be 
met from personal resources before 
State Benefits become payable. In this 
way we can remove a great deal of 
uncertainty. 

Efficient use of all clients’ various 
tax allowances are also a 
consideration. 

We are mindful that residents want 
the comfort of knowing that their fees 
will be met in the future, but also wish 
to preserve their capital for the benefit 
of their family, friends or favourite 
charities. 

We also leave funds accessible and 
flexible to meet any changing needs 
and situations. 

All recommendations are based on 
the specific requirements of the 
individual and our schemes are 
tailored to represent fairly those 
objectives. We would expect our 
proposals to be considered in 
consultation with the family or Solicitor 
or Accountant. 

Our aim is to provide peace of mind 
for the elderly and their relatives by 
implementing our SAFE code of 
conduct: Security, Accessibility, 
Flexibility and Efficiency. Tel: 0367 
718827. 

THE OLD 

PREBENDAL 

HOUSE 

RETIREMENT is a time of opportunity. 
It is a time for opening up horizons, 
exploring new interests and 
rediscovering old ones. To make the 
most of retirement it is important to find 
an appropriate level of support which 


can vary in response to future 
requirements, but which does not 
interfere with one’s independence. 

The Old Prebendal .House, at 
Shipton-under-Wychwood in the heart 
of the Cotswolds, is a new and 
appealing alternative. It has been 
designed specifically to help people to 
get the most out of their retirement, 
whilst at the same time providing 
whatever help and support may be 
needed as discreetly as possible. At 
The Old Prebendal House 
independence and personal freedom 
are always respected and a move 
there can be forever. 

The house and grounds have been 
carefully and sensitively developed to 
create an estate which will make your 
retirement an interesting 
whilst providing you with 
home. 

The accommodation is divided into 
individual units, ranging from self- 
contained apartments to large 
bedsitting-rooms, all with en suite 
facilities. All have been designed for 
absolute comfort and privacy. Most 
importantly, they have been designed 
to be your home where you can be 
surrounded by the things you love and 
cherish. 

Your home. The lovely oak- 
panelled library houses an excellent 
selection of books and the old beamed 
lounge is ideal for a cosy afternoon 
nap in front of the log fire, or perhaps a 
rubber of bridge in tne evening. There 
is a little bar, perfect for meeting 
friends for an aperitif before dinner. An 
excellent cuisine awaits in the dining- 
room overlooking a delightful courtyard 
and all dietary requirements can be 
catered for. 

Numerous practical features 
include, for example, lifts to all floors, 
electric sockets positioned at sensible 
heights, special audio-induction loops 
for the hard of hearing, specialist baths 
including The Parker and Jacuzzi, a 
specialised central heating system and 
a state-of-the-art radio-controlled call 
system. Indeed the attention to detail 
has been recognised by other 
authoritative bodies, The Old 
Prebendal House being a regional 
winner of the Housing Design Award 
and a national finalist receiving a 
commendation in the Care Home 
Design Award. 

Tne Old Prebendal House is 
registered with both the Oxfordshire 
Health Authority and Oxford Social 
Services, and is thus able to provide 
assistance and care from help in 
simple chores to full Close Care 


Nursing. 

There is a private consulting room 
where residents may see their own 
Doctor, Chiropodist, Osteopath or 
other visiting specialists. 

The management of The Old 
Prebendal House are justifiably proud 
and would loVe to show you around. 
There is no substitute for your own 
personal visit. 

Please contact The Old Prebendal 
House, Shipton-under-Wychwood, 
Oxfordshire OX7 6BQ. Tel: 0993 
831888. 

THE ELIZABETH 
ADAMS AGENCY 

Since the launch of the Agency this 
Autumn enquiries have been received 
from throughout the Home Counties. 

The variety of advice required has 
been from: 

What type of home should be 
considered? 

Should i look at Sheltered 
Housing? 

How do I pay? 

What is value for money? 

Elizabeth Adams has been able to 
assist all the enquiries and contact 
with prospective Homes is now taking 
place. 

Choosing a new way of life and a 
new home when elderly, whether 
Sheltered Housing, Residential or 
Nursing Care Homes is no less 
traumatic than when we are young, 
and many factors have to be 
considered. The Elizabeth Adams 
Agency are making this move easier, 
providing a wide range of skills and 
knowledge to give a complete insight 
into Homes prior to making any 
decision. 

The philosophy at Elizabeth Adams 
is to assist, with not only the choosing 
of a Home, but also how best can an 
individual's personal resources be 
utilised for their benefit. • 

Further information about Elizabeth 
Adams can be obtained by either 
telephoning 0734 663647 or writing to 
The Elizabeth Adams Agency, 38 
Robindale Avenue, Reading, Berkshire 
RG6 2JR 

THE ALBANY 

I WAS recently invited to view The 
Albany Sheltered Housing and Nursing 
Home. Recently opened by the 
Freemasons at 7 London Road, 
Headington, Oxford, located in a prime 
position, and newly built to a very high 
specification, the apartments are 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

OXFORD AUNTS 
CARE 

2 George Street, Oxford 0X1 2AF. 0865 791017 


Oxford Aunts : Established 1967 (Emp/Agy) 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 






Enbridge House is e,e Phon e 

currently being extended to 
provide additional ground floor accommodation. 

We are a Registered Nursing Home which combines the highest standard of nursing 
care with elegant and comfortable surroundings and a pleasant homely atmosphere. 
Facilities are provided for day care, long term, convalescent, and post-operative 
patients. 

Situated in a delightful rural position, its fine landscaped grounds offer 2 acres of 
secluded, tranquil gardens overlooking open countryside. This idyllic location also 
enjoys easy access to the nearby market town of Newbury 


Enbridge House currently offers nine bedrooms comprising both single and double 
accommodation plus a short stay room is available. 

We are also always pleased to accommodate 
those guests wishing to provide items of their 
own to furnish their room as this often helps 
create the warm familiar atmosphere needed to 
ensure a happy and settled stay. 

Our additional rooms will be tastefully decorated 
and furnished to our usual high standards, 
ensuring comfort as well as every modem 
COrryw 'i<ance. All three rooms will be extremely 
spacious, navmgifrua added attraction of French 
windows overlooking the grounds. 

ANY ROOMS RESERVED IN ADVANCE WILL BE ALLOCATED AT 

LAST YEAR’S RATES 

Woolton Hill, Newbury, Berkshire 



Elderly Care 

...Residential, or Nursing... 
Which Home suits your Needs 


The Elizabeth Adams Agency has been established to assist 
the elderly and their families in the choosing of the right Resident 
or Nursing Care Homes. 

At NO COST to you we undertake to select from the 720 such 
Homes in this area the best suited to your Medical, Financial and 
Social needs. 

If you or your family require help just call 
HELP LINE on (0734) 663647 
Monday to Friday for further information - . 

f\df* 
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38 Robindale Avenue, Reading, Berks RG6 2JR 


# THE AIMS • 

Our main aims are to teach a skill and to provide opportunities 
for people who have some form of disability to enjoy sailing, 
canoeing, fishing, bird watching and other activities on the 
Norfolk Broads. A small specialised centre can aim to be totally 
flexible in its approach so that any type of disabled person is 
welcomed, the handicap physical, mental or emotional, 
temporary or permanent. 

Sailing and canoeing courses are run to the equiyalent standard 
of the Royal Yachting Association and the British Canoe 
Union. People can also be taken out just to enjoy the fun of 
sailing and canoeing. BOOKINGS 

The Trust exists UMtelp handicapped people to 
enjoy themselves and to increase the range of 
achievements and skills open to them. 

THE FACILITIES 

Residential: The Trust’s bungalow has 
sleeping accommodation for eight people (in 
two bedrooms) on a self catering basis. There 
arc full facilities including wheelchair access 
throughout. 

Afloat: Broads Yachts and ‘Nancy Bee’ Our 
two, 4 to 5 berth yachts together with ‘Nancy 
Bee’ our 38ft 6-berth cruiser, which is fully 
equipped with toilet/shower and galley, gives 
accommodation for up to 14 people. 



The policy of the trustees is not to charge. 
Therefore, anybody, whatever their means, can 
have the opportunity to participate in the various 
activities; however, we do ask for a donation. 

IT WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE NANCY 
I OLDFIELD TRUST AND ENCLOSE A 

■ i 


wggc 

or holidays is £10 per person per day. Any 
further contribution towards our overall running 
costs would be greatly appreciated. 

Telephone: 0692 630572 


Address:. 


DONATION OF □ £5 □ £10 □ £15 
* □ OTHER 

| O I would like further information on how I 
^an help The Nancy Oldfield Trust 


-I 


Send to: The Nancy Oldfield Trust, Roanoke 
Day Centra, Irstead Road, Neatlshead, 
Norwich, Norfolk NR12 8BS 
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COMMUNITY — A QUESTION OF CARING 


available on a 99-year lease and will 
be purchased back by the Amos 
Griffiths Memorial Foundation. 

The Nursing Home, which offers 
short and long term places on a 
competitively priced weekly charge, 
provides a high level of nursing care 
and can deal with anything from post- 
operative needs to looking after the 
chronically sick and disabled. 

With hospitals closing, and with the 


pattern of support for the elderly 
changing dramatically, The Albany will 
fulfil a strong need for better care as 
an increasing proportion of the 
population survive into advanced age. 

The Albany is a unique concept 
offering 3 one-bedroom apartments 
and 7 two-bedroom apartments with 
extra care facilities available when 
needed. Linked to a Nursing Home 
providing full nursing care for up to 40 
residents in single and twin rooms. 

The Albany is constructed on two 
floors. Access to the first floor is by 
way of a staircase and by passenger 
lift. 

The apartments have a high level 
of thermal insulation, including double- 
glazed windows, and are designed to 
provide low maintenance and running 
costs. 

Each apartment has a coloured, 
fully tiled bathroom with shower 
fittings, a fully fitted kitchen with built-in 
electric cooker and a waste disposal 
unit. There will be space for a 
dishwasher. 

High quality carpets are fitted 
throughout and there is under-floor 
heating. 

Telephone points and all power 
points are fitted to a convenient height. 

Laundry facilities are available. 

Each apartment has an emergency 
call system linked to the Nursing 
Home. 

The extensively landscaped 
gardens will be an important feature of 
The Albany, and the conservatory and 
residents lounge will provide 
opportunities to socialise and to relax. 

Care has been taken to provide car 


parking spaces. 

For further details the staff will be 
pleased to give you a guided tour. 7 
London Road, Headington Telephone: 
0865 744444. 

Having spent a morning visiting, 
and from a personal point of view, I 
can heartily recommend The Albany 
as quite magnificent. It actually 
reminded me of one of those spanking 
brand new hotels that we all dream 
about in Florida. Spotlessly clean, airy, 
spacious and with every little thought 
catered for, from the beautiful 
conservatory and gardens, to the 
sophisticated assistance buttons in 
each room. From hi-tech Parker Bath 
equipment to Chiltem Medical Shower 
facilities in the Nursing Home. 

The emphasis is on creatine a 
home from home atmosphere. The 
Albany have even chosen the same 
pine bedroom furniture as I have 
recently. 

Editorials and advertisements are 
no substitute for your own opinion - as 
I found out - The management insisted 
that as Advertisement Manager I go 
along and see for myself - / would 
heartily recommend that you see for 
yourself too! 

David Holden > 

COMMUNITY CARE 

Eleanor Baughan RGN, SCM, HV, 
ONC, Director, When I set up 
Community Care in November 1983 I 
had no idea that 10 years later the 
name would be given to an Act of 
Parliament. Nor that the gap^ in 
publically provided care, which I aimed 
to fill then, would become such a 
talking point today. After 1 7 years as a 
Health Visitor both in this country and 
abroad, I became convinced that, for 
the want of some care at home, such 
as that provided by relatives and 
friends in days before families became 
so dispersed, many elderly and 
disabled people were going into 
nursing and residential homes, or 
staying in hospital, when they really 


longed to remain in their own homes. I 
determined to try an meet this need 
and so, with an Enterprise Allowance, 
an exercise book and telephone 
began, using my kitchen table as a 
desk, what has b'ecome a rapidly 
growing company with branches in 
Oxfordshire, Cheltenham, Swindon, 
Bath and Newbury. 

What success we have achieved 
has been due to a determination to 
provide the very highest quality of care 
in the home, never to cut corners or 
take the easy option, but above all, to 
provide the care which the clients’ 
themselves want. After all, when 
asking a stranger into their homes to 
help them get up and dress, help they 
have probably never needed since 
they were children, the last thing 


elderly and disabled clients' want is to 
be dictated to. We need to listen to 
clients’ wishes and hopefully become 
accepted as friends - this takes time, 
endless patience and initially some 
carefully designed training for our 
Carers. 

My main concern, as the provision 
of care in the home under the 
Community Care Act gets under way 
is that this new scheme remains fully 
supported by the Government. 
Provided local authorities continue to 
receive the resources for Community 
Care which they need then the vision 
of care in the home for those elderly 
and disabled people who chose it can 
become a reality and the great 
success that it deserves to be. Tel: 
0993 700050 for details. 


Turret House Rest Home 

27 Kendrick Road, 
Reading 


Chilterns Manor 

FOR RETIRED AND ELDERLY 

Northern Heights, Bourne End 

Gracious surroundings where residents are treated as guests in a home- 
from-home atmosphere, and families and friends are made welcome. 
Privacy is balanced with companionship. 

Frail and elderly folk are welcomed and caringly looked after. 

For help and advice telephone: Mrs Barar, 

RGN 0628 528676 0734 867735 

We take pride in earing 


J4sftSury Lodgi 

THE ULTIMATE CHOICE 

FOR THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF CARE AND COMFORT 

Beautifully constructed Georgian style purpose-built home surrounded by 
mature gardens situated in the select Swindon Old Town area. • 

• Rooms with en-suite facilities * Colour TV’s with remote controls * 
Individual meals and spedal diets * Passenger lifts and call systems in all 
rooms • Visiting doctor, physiotherapist, chiropodist, hairdresser, florist. 

261 Marlborough Road, Swindon, Wilts SN3 1NW 

For colour brochure or further information please telephone Matron on: 

SWINDON (0793) 485965 

DUAL REGISTERED WITH AREA HEALTH AUTHORITY AND WILTSHIRE SOCIAL 
SERVICES DEPT 



HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 


• Mellow country house set in 3 acres of well 
kept gardens 

• Spacious bed-sitting rooms with own 
tumture 

• Some sets of 2 rooms available 

• Spacious public rooms with a home- 
from-home atmosphere 


• Personal care assistance and hairdressing 
and foot care available 

• Long stay or short holiday breaks 
catered for 

• Non-profit registered charity 

• Fees from Cl 70 per week 


Details end brochure from: 

Mrs R. Atkins , Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD — Telephone: 0494 674204 


St Veronica Nursing Wing 
The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 - 651428 

for further details 


Ijtmpion §id6 Cursing Ijomc 

Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant 
village of Chinnor providing total nursing care in 
comfortable surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • Ensuite facilities 
available • Long or short stay • Lift to first 
floor • Full central heating • Minibus. 

For further information and/oran 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 


FINDING THE 
RIGHT HOME 

The prospect of finding a private residential or 
nursing home can be a very traumatic and 
harrowing experience for most elderly people 
and their relatives. 

We help by assisting in the selection and fee 
planning of a home where residents will be 
happy and the expenses are within their 
means. 

For details contact: Pam Palmer or John Piper at 

PIPER LEE & PIPER LIMITED 
Independent Financial Advisers 
21/23 High Street, Stanford in the Vale, 
Faringdon, Oxon, SN7 8LJ 
Tel: 0367 718827 



Sharing the Caring with 


community 

care 


Help with a bath? 
Assistance in getting up, 
to bed? 


or going 

Cooking a ligm meai, 
shopping, walking or night sitting? 


We provide personal caring services 
for the elderly and disabled. 
Please telephone: 

0993 700050 


WANTED! 

Business minded people WHO CARE — u opportu- 
nity lo be FULL or PART TIME DISTRIBUTORS of 
affordable electronic security products — YOU could 
bring lo people the means of bring safer and more 
secure in today’s society. Low cost of entry - no 
minimum inventory — good earnings. 

Contact Mr. Fuller, 0908 644253 (evenings). 

HOW MANY PEOPLE COULD YOU HELP TODAY? 



The Old 
Prebendal 

House 

A new concept in 
care for the elderly 

Recently awarded the regional level of the Housing Design Award this beautiful 16th C manor house is 
designed specifically for those seeking choice, independence and long-term security during retirement. 
Fully registered care facilities including 24 hour nursing care in a tranquil riverside setting. Congenial 
relaxing atmosphere; lounges, library, licensed bar. Apartments for couples, all accommodation ensuite. 
Superb leisure facilities, music, drama, the arts, bridge, fishing, croquet etc. 

£ Purpose-built Nursing Wing now open for long-term, convalescent 
and post-operative care. Holiday breaks available. 

For further details please contact: Shirley Lefort, The Old Prebendal House, 
Shipton-under-Wychwood, Oxford 0X7 6BQ. Tel: 0993 831888 



The Albany 


7 London Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7SN 

Tel: OXFORD (0865) 744444 

The Albany is a novel combination of sheltered accommodation 
and nursing home, shortly to be registered to receive its first residents. 

Residents of the sheltered flats may live independently, but can use the 
nursing home’s facilities, including provision of meals, and extra nursing care 
when needed. 

The highly trained staff of the nursing home will care for those with short- and 
long-term needs of physical illness or disability, and respite care or 
convalescence. 

The delightful landscaped gardens are open to all residents, and visitors will be 
made very welcome. 

For further information, and an appointment to visit The Albany, please 
ring Frances on 0865 744444 or 0850 557186. 

The Amos Griffiths Memorial Foundation. Registered Charity No. 1001203 


DO YOU NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA CARE AT HOME? 

BNA can help. Call now for details of our flexible, cost 
effective homecare services: 


OXFORD 
0865 245201 


HIGH WYCOMBE 
0494 535025 


READING 
0734 586492 


Licensed by Local Authorities to supply Qualified Nurses & 
Dept of Employment to supply all other staff". 
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v Employment Bureau y 

HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 

CARDIFF 0222 665815 

Colchester 0206 768659 

GLASGOW 041-248 8827 
Lancaster 0524 848693 

Norwich 0603 763893 

Windsor 0753 832818 

YORK 0904 631369 

HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 
10A Market Square. Horsham 
West Sussex RII12 1E\ 


MIDLANDS REGION 
lutterworth 0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
SHREWSBURY 0743 353934 

SOI Til WEST REGION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

SALISBURY 0722 421873 
YEOVIL 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc. 
CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 


Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 
Telephone for full information F.R.E.S. Member 
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Children's Church 

Hello Everyone! 

Hasn’t it been a wonderful year for conkers? Lovely big 
shiney conkers, absolutely irresistable, lying amongst the 
leaves waiting to be claimed. 

When the season for conker games is over, and you’ve 
got a bag of them left in the garage or shed, what can you do 
with them? Well, how about using one of two of them in the 
way the horse chestnut tree had planned? After all, conkers 
are the seeds of the parent tree and are destined to grow into 
more trees. So wouldn’t it be great to help them along? 

It’s very easy. Just put a couple of conkers into a flower- 
pot full of earth; water them 
about once a week and wait 
for them to grow. By this 
time next year you should 
have at least one little tree. 
Then what? First of all think 
very carefully, and ask per- 
mission about where a new 
tree would be welcome be- 
fore you plant it out. Remember that a tree’s roots spread 
under the earth as wide as its branches spread into the air, so 
~ 7 it must not be planted where it will disturb the foundations of 
a building. In about 20 years time your tree should produce its 
first fruits. By then you will probably be able to take your own 
son or daughter to collect conkers from your very own tree. 
Wouldn’t that be something? Surely this is one way we can 
help to conserve our beautiful world for the future. 
Instant garden 

If 20 years seems an awfully long time to wait for something 
to grow how about making an instant garden to brighten up 
your kitchen window-sill? 

At this time of the year root vegetables such as carrots, 
parsnips and turnips are favourite ingredients for soups and 
casseroles. If you rescue the piece which is cut off at the top, 
you can grow them into nice little plants. Find a shallow 
container like a soup bowl, set five or six vegetable-tops on 
this and surround them with 
pebbles and half-cover them 
with water. Actually the water 
is the secret to success. If you 
let your indoor garden dry out 
or flood it too much you’ll fail. 

These little gardens don’t last 
for ever but they are great fun 
and cheap too. 

Fireworks 

As a final word, and at the risk of sounding like a boring 
grown-up, may I wish you a happy Bonfire Night with no 
accidents. Please be careful and don’t forget to check that no 
silly hedgehogs have crawled into your bonfire to hibernate. 

Rosanne Butler 

Mrs Butler is a former Sunday School teacher, first school teacher and mum. 



Jenny joins 
the team 


A new Diocesan children’s ad- 
visor has been appointed. She is 
Jenny Hyson, a former infants 
and special needs teacher, from 
Aldboume on the edge of the 
Diocese. She will take up her 
post in January 1994, initially 
for 12 months. Keith Lamdin, 
head of the Deprtment of Train- 
ing and Parish Resources, said 
he had over 60 enquiries and 20 
applicants following the publi- 
cation of his letter in the July 
issue of The DOOR: “We are 
delighted that we have been able 
to recruit Jenny to continue to 
develop work among children 
in the parishes,” said Keith. 

Invitation to 
Cradcerteria 

The Springboard Planning 
Group has been thinking ahead. 
As well as the annual residential 
weekend, there will be a number 
of day and evening events to 
make sure we keep in contact 
with each other during the year. 

The first of these will be on 
Saturday December 18 1993 
from 7.30- 10.30pm when we 
will be holding a ‘Crackerteria- 
Cabaret’. Everyone aged be- 
tween 15 and 25 is welcome to 
join us at All Saints Parish Hall 
in High Wycombe where we 
will enjoy music from local 
bands and international cui- 
sine. Tickets for our 
‘Crackerteria-Cabaret’ can be 
obtained from Peter Ball at Di- 
ocesan Church House or Mary 
Baxter, 10 Church Street, 
Linslade, Beds LU7 7LR. 

A day-event is planned for 
Easter (watch this space!) and 
our next residential event will 
be held from 18-21 November 
1994. So when you get your 
new diary make sure this date is 
written in! 

Paul Ringer 

Chair, Springboard - The Diocesan 
Youth Assembly. 


Windsor children explore the 
meaning of Creation 


St Francis-tide 
was celebrated in 
styleatClewerSt 
Stephen, Wind- 
sor last month 
when 100 chil- 
dren joined in an 
Activity Day un- 
der the title ‘All 
God’s Crea- 
tures’. The day 
began with the 
story of Noah and 
an energetic 
song. Then the children were 
challenged to think about the 
roles various animals, birds and 
fish had played since that time. 
Dividing into groups, they ex- 
amined different Bible stories, 
ranging from Daniel in the Li- 
on’s Den to the Feeding of the 
Five Thousand, and the brought 
the different themes to life with 
model-making, painting, cook- 
ing, song and drama. After lunch 
three guide-dog handlers 
brought along their dogs and 



gave a talk to show how animals 
continue to act as our helpers 
and friends. The day was 
rounded off with presentations 
from each of the children’s 
groups. 

Activity Days encourage 
children to enter the church 
building and helps them under- 
stand that you can learn some- 
thing about the Bible and basic 
Christian teaching and have fun 
at the same time. The children 
give very good reports of their 


involvement and 
the numbers at- 
tending rise 
steadily from one 
event to the next. 
The essential in- 
gredient is to 
have a large band 
of committed 
helpers who are 
prepared to work 
together to 
present the 

Christian faith in 
a lively way. If you do not think 
you have got the resources to do 
this in your own church why not 
do as we did, and team up with 
other local churches. This time 
all three parishes of the New 
Windsor Team were involved, 
as well as members of the Con- 
vent of St John the Baptist and 
All Saints Boyn Hill. Who says 
different churches can’t work 
together! 

Fr Andrew Bunch 

Fr Andrew is Team Vicar in the New 
Windsor Ministry Team. 
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The cast gives an impromptu performance outside Radio Oxford 


Lawn Upton 
school sings 

with Jason 

Twenty-four pupils from the 
Lawn Upton Church of Eng- 
land Middle School in 
Littlemore are singing with 
Jason Donavan at the London 
Palladium in Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat. The children, who 
are aged between 10 and 12 
years, come from the Littlemore, 
Rosehill and Blackbird Leys 
area of Oxford. 

In the 12- week session, which 
runs until January 15 1994, the 
children will be giving four per- 
formances a week. Headmaster 
Hugh Turner thinks theirs is the 
only Oxfordshire school to have 
taken part in the show. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


AUTHORS 


PERSONAL 


HOLIDAYS 


SITUATIONS 

FLORIDA 

TO RENT: LUXURY 4-BEDR00M VILLA 

• A Lirgr hilly *lfcuiLunrd villi. • Pnvjic Ir.tfnl swim 
n«ngpoi»l • Fully air couAmeA • Master hcdrtnii with 
cn suite Roman hathrrMii • New pnfx-fTy.htdli April IW2. 

• Approximately 1/4 ant jurdci* • SecluVd judwombd 

kv.tfMi. • Communal tennis arnn*. # Conmiuul swim- 
ming |kk 4 (in jAklku k» |nv.«c • CLmc u< inapt 

jnraciMu (Disney Wttkl, Sea World. Universal Studio* cv) 

1 'LEASE PHONE: 0344 28475 

Evening |wefcrreti 


Chipping Norton Parish Chuch , Oxon. 

MUSICAL 

DIRECTOR/ORGANIST 

to train our choir and instrumentalists in 
the leading of Sunday Worship, 
Hymns Andent and Modern and Mission 
Praise, BCP, ASB, and Family Servioes. 
Further details: 

The Reverend Tom Curds 
Tel NO. 0608 642688 

PILGRIM 
ADVENTURE 
Summer ’94 

‘bland bopping, hill walking, wor- 
shipping in out of the way places.* 
Hebrides • Shetland • Eire 

Fall programme detail* from: 
Pilgrim Adventure, 

22 Downend Road 
Flub ponds, Bristol 

BS16 5AP 




SITUATIONS 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, 
LONGWORTH 

ORGANIST NEEDED 

For Sunday morning services. 
Smal Walker pipe organ. 
Traveling expenses paid. 
Please contact Mrs S. Houlton 

Phone: Day Oxford 241814 
Evening Longworth 820198 

HOLY LAND TOUR 

We are planning a tour of the Holy Land in October 1994 visiting places of 
— historical interest and religious significance in Israel. 

FRinA v i rm A MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 

i lnuTwri n 7.30PM IN ENSTONE PARISH HALL 

We will see a video SFfc*. L* the itinerary and 

any other relevant deuSr 
To find out more please contact: 

Ruth & George Hicks, Telephone 0608 677228 

Party size limited to 18 

(Coming to the meeting will not commit you to going on the tour) 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 

All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 EfTie Road, London SW6 1TD 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian BookseUen. 


YOUR LIFE PRESERVED 

Experienced writer/broadcaster will write 
your life story with you and turn it into an 
attractive book to give your family and 
friends. 

ACT NOW WHILE YOUR 
MEMORIES ARE FRESH. 

Details: David Wade, WUkm Cottage, 
Stockland Green Road, South borough, 
Kent TN3 0TL. — Tel: 0892 533842 


&h&iSister& gf 
tA&dociegf of 
tA&fSreciom, 
SHood 

are always pleased to 
receive requests for 
prayer confidentiality 
assured. 


Write to: 

Burnham Abbey, Lake End Road, Taplow, 
Maidenhead, Berks SL60PW 


4 . 


KENNY WILL SING 

the ooe song, ‘The Lords Prayer” 
by Mallotfe at a wedding or funeral, 
the organist accompanist arranged by you. 
Please phone and listen: 

Slough (0753) 581581. 

Then leave your name and address, 
or write to: 

-The Singing”, PO Box 1849, 
Slough SL3 9YJ 
for you to audition me. 


I WISH TO BUY 

Old postcards, Military 
Medals and Militaria, 
English and Foreign coins, 
and other interesting items. 
Please call anytime: 

0494-528092 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES, social 
activities, friendship/marriage 
introductions, fellowship groups, 
nationwide, holidays, home and 
abroad, weekend houseparties, 
CFF, Dept A127, Edenthorpe, 
Doncaster. 


FOR SALE 


PERSONAL 


CHRISTIAN SINGLES 


SECONDHAND BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

All subjects including bindings 
Blakeway Books, 13 Bridge 
Street, Hungerford RG17 0EH 

(0488) 683581 

Fridays & Sats; other days often 
open but best to phone. 


(Own. 


• rwponi iwwofx irmibiubi rwinanc*. 
Stn0* Paiwnl Fandw (0277 233B46). Chrtetun Snj^M 
Enquty Canto (0386 792531 1 Th» Mnd 

Read** aupport wrteomtd. FttttMU* 
-i jCFFj>sgt|D^ 



THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 4AF 


Nov 5-7: Understanding Conflict: Can 
the Art* Mediate? Pri 4pm to Sun 4pm. 
R £90, RD £68. NR £50. 

Nov 19-21: Rediscovering the Rule of 
St Benedict Today. Rri 6.30pm to Sun 
2pm. R £79. RD £65, NR £4« 

Nov 27: Pive Elements; Taoist 
Movement. Sat 10am to 5pm. NR £20. 
Nov 26-28: Exploration of Ministry 
“ ‘ “ ~ ' o Si 

2pm. R £90,' 

Dec 3-5: The Sacred Space of tjie 
0pm 

RD £65, NR £49. 


Secular Employment. Fri 6pm to Sun 
£90, NR £50. 

Sacred Spac< 

Word.. Fri 6.30pm to Sun 2pm. R £79, 


For information on those and many other 
Seminars. Workshops and Retreats, please 
call (0233) 8 4740 1 or send Sae to: The 
Abbey. Sutton Courtenay, Abingdon, Oxon 
14 4AF. 


SERVICES 


Make a diary note to buy your presents at the 

CUBLINGTON CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

at the Village Hall 2.30 on Saturday 13th November 

FATHER CHRISTMAS HOPES TO BE IN ATTENDANCE 
Christmas cards and decorations, craft stalls, dried flowers, pewter 
work, pictures, jewellery and gifts, tombola, cake stall, teas. 

AN OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED 


1) 

Traditional Rope 
Fenders 

Warwick Top Lock 

★ Buy direct from the maker — 
no VAT ★ 

★ Quality rope fenders ★ 

★ Illustrated price list available ★ 
★ Mail order service ★ 

★ Cable laid cotton now in stock ★ 

Telephone; (0926) 410588 
Lower Cape, Warwick CV345DP 


TOWER CLOCK SPECIALIST 

A J Nicholls MBHI 
Horological Engineer 


0272 446276 

Unit 3, 74 Oak Road 
Horfield, Bristol 
BS7 8RZ 


Old clocks conserved 
New clocks commissioned 
Autowinders and night silencing 
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CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

Sunday Services: 8am. 10am 
11. 15am . 6pm. Weekdays: 
7.15am. 7.35am. 6pm 
(Thursdays Evensong 
5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

SPIRIT. LEVEL every 
Sunday morning 7-9am on 
BBC Radio Oxford 


NOVEMBER 

Mon 1 OXFORD How far can you go 
with Politics? Open meeting with Canon 
Peter Hinchliff, Regius Professor of Ec- 
clesiastical History, 8.15pm Old Library, 
University Church. 

Tue 2 OXFORD Bring and buy sale for 
Church Missionary Society at St An- 
drews Church, Linton Road. 10.30am- 
12pm. Organised by Oxford Women’s 
Auxiliary Committee. 

Tue 2 CHALFONT ST GILES Service 
of Thanksgiving and Remembrance for 
those who have been bereaved in the last 
12 months 8pm in the parish church. All 
welcome. 

Tue 2 OXFORD Keith Ward lectures on 
The Nature of Theology Tuesdays at 12 
noon in the Exam Schools, High Street. 
Clergy welcome. Contact Professor Keith 
Ward, Christ Church. 

Wed 3 WENDOVER Five-week CCTP 
course on Apocalypse - Now? The Rev- 
elation of St John the Divine. St Mary’s 
Church Centre £12. Details: 0494 481550. 
Thu 4 SLOUGH Bishop Simon speaks 
on ‘It’s my Belief’ at 8pm in St Paul’s 
Church. ‘Fringe’ church-goers especially 
welcome. Free admission. 

Fri 5 - Sun 7 OXFORD ‘Christian Con- 
templative Meditation’ - a retreat at 
Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill led by Fr 
Matthew McGetrick. Details 0865 730 
183. 

Sat 6 OWLSMOOR Open day at new 
parish church of St George 10am-6pm. 


Sat 6 OXFORD Christ Church Cathdral. 
Presentation of Bishop’s Choristers 
Awards during Evensong. 

Sat 6 TILEHURST Vocations Day at St 
Mary Magdalen Church 10am-4pm with 
Bishop John Taylor. Bring lunch. De- 
tails: Revd Ray Smith, 0734 427234. 
Sat 6 OXFORD World Mission Fair 
Summertown Church Hall, Portland Rd. 
10am-2pm. 

Sat 6 OXFORD FOCUS (Federataion 
of Christian Caring and Counselling 
Schemes) 10am-2.45pm at Diocesan 
Church House led by Anne Borrowdale: 
Attitude to Gender. Bring lunch, drinks 
provided. Followed at 3pm by AGM 
chaired by Bishop of Reading. £ 10 mem- 
bers# 1 2 non-members. Enquiries Sheila 
Stephen 0734 575120 or Doris Swinbank 
0628 36469. 

Sat 6 - Thu 25 OXFORD Collages and 
prints by Nicola Slattery : “Into the Blue” 
at St Giles’ Church. Open weekdays 12- 
2pm. Weekends 2-5pm. 

Sun 7 CHARLBURY Said evensong, St 
Mary’s Church 6pm followed by Taiz6 
service at 6.30pm 

Sun 7 APPLETON Alix Booth’s Party 
Puppets present Noah's Ark, in St 
Laurence’s Church 4pm and 6pm. Tick- 
ets 0865 862458. 

Mon 8 OXFORD How far can you go 
with Compassion? Open meeting with 
Pat Goodwin, former Senior Probation 
Officer. 8.15pm Old Library, University 
Church. 

Fri 12 - Sat 13 OXFORD Traidcraft 
Christmas Craft Fair at the Oxford Cen- 
tre for Mission Studies, St Philip & St 
James Church, Woodstock Road. 

Wed 10 - 13 ABINGDON Miraculous 
Light presents Godspell at St Michael 
and All Angels, Park Rd 7.30pm. Tickets 
£5/£4.50. Details 0235 520297/529655. 
Thu 1 1 OXFORD Here is the Flame. An 
act of worship at Christ Church Cathe- 
dral 8pm on the first anniversary of the 
vote for the ordination of women led by 
Oxford Diocese MOW. 

Fri 12 - Sun 14 OXFORD ‘ Each accord- 
ing to his talent’ - retreat at Carmelite 
Priory led by Fr Livinus Donohoe. De- 
tails 0865 730183. 

Sat 13 CUBLINGTON Christmas Ba- 
zaar. Village Hall 2.30pm. Cards, deco- 
rations and Father Christmas. 

Sat 13 NORTH HINKSEY Day course 


(95.2FM). 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

November 1993 

Sunday 7 National Homelessness Day. Pray for all who are 
homeless and those who work in housing departments and hous- 
ing associations. The Youth Exchange Programme following up 
links with South Africa. 

Sunday 14 Remembrance Sunday. All those who work in the 
Armed Services. Revd Josie Midwinter, Church Army Africa and 
those linked with All Saints Didcot and Ducklington, 

Sunday 21 Prisoners Week. Ail those who work in prisons and 
those who are imprisoned. Reading Greyfriars-Nairobi link. 
Sunday 28 Advent Sunday. The work of the Diocesan Registry. 
All who work in the law, police, judges, lawyers, magistrates. 
Links with Ghana through Christ Church, Abingdon. 


STAINED GLASS 

DAVID WASLEY M.A. atc amgp 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR AND 
FERRAMENTA specialists. 
Tel: 0494 523978 
Somerset House, 

145 London Road, 

High Wycombe, 

Bucks HP11 1BT 


STAINED 
GLASS 


Repair and 
Restoration 


The Class Market 

0494 671033 


(f) Holloway’s (f) 

FURNITURE & FINE ART 
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS 

Regul.Tr Sales — Specialist Buyers Notified 
Free Pre-Sale Advice 
Complete Contents to Single Items 

For valuation and sale of antiques and works of art — 

The Local Auctioneers with a National Reputation 


49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, OXON 0X16 8PF 
TELEPHONE: (0295) 253197 FAX: (0295) 252642 
AND AT STREATLEY, BERKSHIRE 


Reeves Memorials 

■ + 



• A CARING FAMILY BUSINESS 

• ESTABLISHED FOR 70 YEARS 

• FREE BROCHURE 

• TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS ALL GUARANTEED 


RENOVATION SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES 


PROMPT AND RELIABLE SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


INSURANCE COVER AVAILABLE 


SHOWROOM AND WORKS 4 25I2.TI 

I 15 MACDAI.KN ROAD. OXFORD 0X1 I III. 


WHAT’S ON 



DRAMA IS PART OF THEIR MINISTRY 



Fr Barry Smart (above centre) takes the leading role in GODSPELL at the Church of St Michael 
and All Angels in Park Road , Abingdon . The play is being produced by Miraculous Light , a 
drama group made up of church members. “We have taken some of our plays to other churches 
and to local schools and hospitals , ” says Fr Barry. “We find drama to be a most effective tool for 
evangelism ” With Fr Barry are (from left, back row) Chris Tomlinson and Jonathan Page 
(front row) Karen Beckett, Roger Middlebrook and Dawn Dewsnap. GODSPELL will be 
performed between 10 - 13 November at 7.30pm. Details: 0235 520297. 


on exploring lay ministry for all incum- 
bents and priests. 9am- lpm at Church 
House. Details Revd Martin Gorick 0865 
244566. 

Sat 13 SLOUGH Charities Fair, Slough 
& Dist Religious Study Centre, Teach- 
ers’ Centre, Queens Rd. 1 lam-2pm. Tea, 
coffee and snack lunches. Christmas gifts. 
Details: 0753 522632. 

Sat 13 BRILL Memorial Hall. Charities 
Fair 10am-3pm. . 

Sun 14 BURGHFIELD Concert with 
the Thames Wind Band in St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm.Tickets£5 from the Rec- 
tory on 0734 834433. 

Sun 14 THEALE Fun eucharist Holy 
Trinity Church to the setting of Schubert ’ s 
Mass in G 6.30pm. 

Sun 14 OXFORD University Church 
10am Preacher: Professor RJ O’Neill, 
Chichele Professor of the History of War 
and Fellow of All Souls College for Re- 
membrance Sunday. 

Sun 14 BEACONSFIED A time for 
reflection and memories for those who 
have been bereaved: "Out of the Silence" 
6.30pm St Michael's Church. 

Sun 14 OXFORD Fun walk/cycle for 
Bosnia Aid llam-3pm South Park, St 
Clements End. Details: 0865 741345. 
Mon 15 OXFORD How far can you go 
with the State? Open meeting with the 
Bishop of Oxford, 8.15pm Old Library, 
University Church. 

Wed 17 - Fri 20 COWLEY Churches 
together in Cowley production of Wizard 
of Oz in Cowley Parish hall 7.30pm 
tickets £3. (matinee Friday at 2.30pm 
tickets £2.50) Box Office 0865 775909. 
Thu 18 BIRMINGHAM Meeting for 
hearing-impaired clergy at Sense, 4 


Church Road, Edgbaston. Details Revd 
Canon geoff Babb, Sacred Trinity Cen- 
tre, Chapel St, Salford, M3 7AJ. Tel: 061 
832 5785. Fax: 061 832 1466. 

Fri 19 STANFORD IN THE VALE 
Gospel/jazz concert with Lillian Bouette 
and her Music Friends. Lillian is known 
as the New Orleans Ambassador for 
Music. Details 0367 710267. 

Fri 19 MARSH GIBBON Gilbert & 
Sullivan evening St mary ’s Church 8pm. 
Tickets £3. Details 0869 278247. 

Fri 19 STANFORD IN THE VALE 
Concert in St Denys’ church 7.45pm: 
Lillian Boutte and her music friends from 
New Orleans. Ticketys £9 single or £20 
family. Details 0367 710593. 

Sat 20 AYLESBURY CCTP Course on 
Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges - 
looking at some of the difficulties people 
have with Christianity. Cost £9. Details: 
0494 481550. 

Sat 20 OXFORD Christmas Fair, Church 
Room, St Peters Church, Wolvercote 
llam-2.30pm. Gifts, lunches. Enquiries 
0865 310224. 

Sat 20 PANG BOURNE The Badgemore 
Ensemble at the Drake Hall, Pangboume 
College 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50. Details 
Mrs K Street 0635 578651. 

Sat 20 CHESHAM Emmanuel Church, 
Broad St. Plaegan Piano Quartet 8pm. 
Tickets £6/£3 or £30 for Patrons. Details 
Maijorie Davies Chesham 783034. 

Sat 20 -Sud 21 NEWBURY Youth event 
for those aged 14+ ‘Inside Out’ with rock 
bands and workshops, ‘It’s a knockout’, 
food and worship. 8am-8pm.Details: Rita 
Ball, St George’s Church Office 0635 
41249. 

Sun 21 HIGH WYCOMBE As a tribute 


to those who have died, and to their 
parents and friends, Wycombe General 
Hospital is holding a service to Remem- 
ber our Babies and Children: 3pm All 
Saints Parish Church. Details Edith 
Gilderslevc 0494 425271. 

Fri 26 - Sat 27 TILEHURST Christmas 
Market St Mary Magdalen Hall 7.30pm 
Friday, 2.30pm Saturday. Seasonal stalls, 
raffle, Father Christmas, refreshments. 
Details 0734 427850. 

Fri 26 - Sun 28 OXFORD “Come, Lord 
Jesus, Come” - an Advent Retreat at the 
Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill. Led by Fr 
Ambrose McNamee. Details 0865 
730183. 

Sat 27 AMERSHAM CCTP Practical 
course on preparing for Christmas through 
art at St John’s Methodist Church. £10. 
Details: 0494 481550. 

Sat 27 ETON Royal Free Singers’ 20th 
Anniversary Concert at Eton College 
School Hall 7.30pm. Elgar’s Dream of 
Gerontius. Tickets £8.50/£7.50. Details 
0753 855173. 

Sat 27 APPLETON Church Bazaar 
2.30pm at the Village Hall. Gifts, pro- 
duce, cakes, Christmas cards, plants, teas. 
Sat 27 ISLIP Three Parishes Christmas 
Fair 2pm in Village Hall. Crafts, potted 
bulbs, shrubs, cakes, tombola, teas. 

Sat 27 CHARLTON-ON-OTMOOR 
Christmas bazaar 2pm in Village 
Hall. Homemade cakes, crafts, refresh- 
ments. 

Sat 27 BLACKBIRD LEYS Vigil for 
Advent. A united prayer service in prepa- 
ration for the day when we shall all be one 
in Christ. Gospel choirs, dance and drama. 
Holy Family Church 5pm followed by 
bring and share supper. Details Shelagh 


Ranger 0865 516375. 

Sat 27 LITTLE COMPTON Village 
Hall. 5 parishes Christmas Bazaar. 
Ploughman's lunches served. Details: 
0608 643276. 

Sat 27 - Thur 16 Dec OXFORD Paint- 
ings and collages by Sue Leeson at St 
Giles’: “Messiah! A celebration of 
Handel’s oratorio” (Closed Sun 28). 
Open weekdays 12-2pm. Weekends 2- 
5pm. 

Sat 27 WITNEY Parish charity fayre 
10am-3pm Com Exchange. Details: 0993 
772191. 

Sun 28 LONG CRENDON In the be- 
ginning’ - a spiritual preparation for 
Christmas, with Canon Rachel Stowe 
9.30am - lpm followed by Bring and 
Share lunch. Details: 0844 208605. 

Sun 28 EASTHAMPSTEAD Workshop 
on Ways into Worship with Susan Sayers 
in St Michael's Centre 1 1.30am - 4pm. 
Mon 29 BEACONSFIELD Full Gospel 
Business Men’s Fellowship dinner. 
Speakers Bert and Pam Pringle from 
America. Details: Bob Sutton 0494 
874689. 

DECEMBER 

Wed 1 OWLSMOOR Berkshire Af- 
firming Catholicism 7.30pm. Inaugural 
meeting. Speaker Fr Jeffry John. Details 
Fr Martin Dudley 0344 771286. 

Fri 3 - Sun 5 OXFORD Advent Retreat 
at Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill with Fr 
John hughes. Details 0865 730183. 

Sun 5 CHARLBURY Said evensong, St 
Mary’s Church 6pm followed by Taize 
service at 6.30pm. 

Fri 10 - Sun 12 OXFORD God is with us 
- a weekend of prayerful preparation for 
Christmas led by Fr Matthew Blake. 
Details: 0865 730183. 

Sat 11 WOLVERCOTE Quiet Day 
‘Looking Forward to Christmas’ at St 
Peters Church. 10am-4pm led by Revd 
Paul Rimraer. Bring packed lunch. £1 to 
cover expenses. Everyone welcome. Meet 
10am in the Church Room. Details Mary 
Simmonds 0865 57090. 

Wed 1-16 OXFORD Paintings and 
collages by Sue Leeson at St Giles’: 
“Messiah ! A celebration of Handel ’s ora- 
torio” (Closed Sun 28). Open weekdays 
12-2pm. Weekends 2-5pm. 

Sat 11 OWLSMOOR Building a 20th 
Century church. Details 0344 771286. 
Thu 16 - Sun 19 ALDERMASTON 
The York Nativity Play in St Marys 
Church. For free tickets send SAE to V 
Hall, The Gables, Aldermaston RG7 4LR. 
Fri 17 - Sat 18 CHIEVELEY Nativity 
Play, St Marys Church, tickets £2/£l at 
door. Details 0635 248179. 

Fri 17 CHARLBURY Service of prayer 
for Healing, St Mary’s Church, 8pm. 

NOTICES 

The New Horizons Trust offers cash grants 
to groups who work for the benefit of the 
community. There must be at least 10 people 
in the group, half of them must be aged 60 or 
over and the project must be a new one that 
makes use of the talents of group members. 
Applications to: MJ Newman, 4 St Laurence 
Close, Cowley Peachey, Uxbridge, Middx 
UB8 2HZ. Tel: 0895 235368. 



INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 

COUNSELLING SKILLS 


CERTIFICATE COURSES. 1 YEAR DIPLOMA COURSES. 2 YEAR DIPLOMA 
COURSES. TRAINING RESOURCES. — ALL COURSES OF A HOME STUDY 
BASIS — SUMMER SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL OF 
ACCREDITING CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGES. 


For further details please write: 

REGISTRAR. INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING, 
DEPT U. 6 DIXON STREET, GLASGOW G1 4 AX 




Plater College 

Oxford 
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Have you ever thought of returning to study ? 
Do you lack formal qualifications ? 

Would you like the opportunity to spend 
some time at the College finding out about 
our one year diploma courses ? 

If your answer to these questions is yes and 
you are over 20 years old , ring or write to the 
Admissions Tutor for further details. 

The College offers: 

Oxford University Diplomas in Social Studies 
and in Social Administration. 

Plater College Diploma in Theology. 

Plater College Certificate in Pastoral Ministry. 
Plater College Law Access course. 


o 

a 


Plater College 

Pullens Lane Oxford 0X3 ODT 
Telephone: (0865) 741676 
Fax: (0865) 60371 



ENGLEFIELD GARDEN CENTRE 

Shrubs, Perennials 
Plus a wide range of bulbs (over 100 varieties of Tulips) 
for Autumn Planting 
A wide range of pot plants 
Open Mon - Sat 8-5 Closed Sundays 
Off A340, Englefleld, Nr Reading, Berkshire 

Tel: (0734) 302285 



Nash Contract 
Services 



D.B. ft B.L. NASH 

FORESTRY • FENCING • GROUNDWORK 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN • FULLY INSURED 

17 Mulford* HUL Tadfey. Hampshire RG26 6LQ 
Telephone: (0734) S15990MdbQe: (0860) 317372 Fax: (0734) 810188 
• FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE 
Pre-winter survey on your trees and fencing. Bee estimates, all work is guaranteed 

Fences renewed or repaired, tree 
pruning, topping and shaping, hedges 
trimmed and re -shaped, all garden work 
undertaken, seaso n ed firewood 
logs tor sale. 










The DOOR, November 1993 


Page 20 



CLOSING 



In prison - but you visited me 



Keith Pound, Anglican Chaplain at 
Grendon and Springhill Prisons, 
Aylesbury, writes about the impor- 
tance of prison visiting 

Prison Visitors are someof the unsung heroes 
and heroines of the Prison Service. Week by 
„week, month by month, year by year, with 
great faithfulness, they go to the prisons of 
this country to spend time with prisoners who 
get no other visitors or who only get them 
very rarely. In this way they provide a vital 
link with the outside world. One prison gov- 
ernor I know likes to talk of chaplains as being 
amongst those who ‘keep the drawbridge 
down’ to the outside world, and Prison Visi- 
tors are essential partners in the drawbridge 
business. 

Christine Evans is a mother of two sons, 
one of whom has a severe disability. There is 
only a certain amount she can do for her son; 
for many things she has to depend on skilled 
, professional help. This has caused Christine 
to feel that she wants to do something to help 
someone else’s son, and so she has been led to 
offer herself as a Prison Visitor. 

N on-judgemental approach 

Geoffrey Jones is a young unmarried man of 
28; he works as a supervisor in a small fac- 
tory. He has had a sort of feeling for some 
time that he would like to do some voluntary 
work, and when a friend at his local church 
told him of her 17 years as a Prison Visitor 
and the interest and rewards it had brought 
her, and when she told him more people were 
needed, then he decided to apply. 

These are two of our newer Prison Visitors. 
They might be'allotted to Dave, a poor, sad 
‘ man without any visitors except for a couple 
whom he met when he was in his last prison 
on the Isle of Wight. He has a long history of 
j mostly drug-related offences and has lost 
contact with almost all his family through his 
periods in jail. He is a long way away from his 
native north-east, and his wife is living with 
another man and they have had two children; 
Dave’s own daughter is barely in touch with 
him through the occasional letter. Dave is a 
shy man and, like many shy people, loves a 
good chat. If I can find him the right prison 
visitor then he or she will be able to feel that 
they have brought something valuable to 
someone very needy. 

Such is the day-to-day bread-and-butter 
work of prison visiting. There are many hun- 
dreds of such people throughout the country; 
almost all prisons have a certain number of 


Prison Visitors, and with a total of over 120 
prisons the number mounts up. At Grendon, 
where I work, there used to be about 28 but 
some have moved away; we are currently 
recruiting about another half-dozen, and 
then supply will very nearly equal demand. 

What kind of person makes a good 
Prison Visitor? It is difficult to generalise, 
but certainly being a good listener must 
come top of the list (A recent recruit wanted 
to know “what shall we talk about?” but 

Prisoners' Week 1993 

21-27 November 



really that does not often seem to be a 
problem.) A non-judgmental approach is 
also necessary, and a freedom from as many 
prejudices as possible. 

The Visitor must not go in with any 
crusading zeal to seek to impose his or her 
views. Many do it from Christian motives 
but they do not go as evangelists but as 
befrienders. They must also have some feel- 
ing for the requirements of security, and not 
rush off promptly to take a petition to Down- 
ing Street at the first perceived iniquity! 

The theme of Prisoners' Week is family 
life, which often suffers as much as or more 
than the imprisoned member. We must also 
remember those who have no families or 
are estranged from them. It would be a 
wonderful thing for a few of those reading 
this article to offer to become Prison Visi- 
tors; with five prisons (Aylesbury, 
Bullingdon,Grendon/Springhill, 
Huntercombe and Finnamore Wood in 
Reading) we have as many prisons as any 
diocese in the country with the possible 
exception of Canterbury. Apply to the chap- 
lain or the governor if you want to know 
more about the possibilities in any of them. 

The word “When I was in prison you 
visited me” will be bandied around freely 
again this Prisoners’ Week as they always 
are. But Prison Visitors are amongst those 
who interpret the injunction quite literally 
and who selflessly and faithfully do some- 
thing about it. 


Thought for the Month by Stuart Blanch 

LUKE THE EVANGELIST 

• • • : * 

Luke played an indispensable part in the life of the early Church 
both as the physician-companion to St Paul, and as the author 
of the only surviving chronicle of the acts of the apostles. But 
his gospel has not commanded a prominent place in the lection- 
aries of the Church or in the preaching of the gospel. Mark and 
Matthew were already in the field, and John was valued for his 
highly distinctive view of the life and teaching of Christ . But 
Luke’s gospel, the longest of the four, has its merits. The author 
was acquainted with many of the first apostles; he had access to 
records and traditions not available to the other evangelists. 
And he was at the heart of great evangelistic enterprise through- 
out the length and breadth of the Roman empire. His gospel 
reflects his missionary interest, and contains material not oth- 
erwise available to us, such as the extended birth narratives, 
seven miracles not elsewhere recorded, and 17 parables, with- 
out which we would all be infinitely poorer. These miracles and 
parables underline an enduring feature of our Lord’s life and 
ministry - his concern for the deprived and helpless (the widow 
of Nain, the deformed woman, the man with dropsy, and the ten 
lepers). And Luke’s parables abound with examples of the 
unlikely characters who earned our Lord’s commendation such 
as the good Samaritan, who by any standards was a wastrel, 
justly criticised by the elder brother; Lazarus, a nonentity, 
received on his demise into Abraham’s bosom, and the des- 
perado on the Cross who was promised instant Paradise. Jesus’ 
ministry as described by Luke, was marked by ungrudging 
attention to the needs of the sick, the poor and the underprivi- 
leged, and by his concern not only for his own race but for 
humanity as a whole, the Gentile outsiders so often despised by 
the religious leaders of the day. 

.The Decade of Evangelism hardly needs specialist litera- 
ture of its own when St Luke’s gospel is ready to hand with its 
rich evangelistic message. If you are interested in reading or re- 
reading it you could do worse than acquire Dr Caird’s commen- 
tary in the Penguin series (£5.99). Take and read. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York and author of many 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 

A Prayer for Prisoners' Sunday and for v 
use throughout the year 

Lord you offer freedom to all people. We pray for all 
who are captive in prison and for those who are affected 
by or involved in their imprisonment. Break the bonds 
of fear and isolation that exist. Support with your love, 
prisoners, their families, friends, prison staff and all 
who care. Heal those who have been wounded by the 
activities of others, especially the victims of crime. Help 
us to forgive one another, to act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly together with Christ, in His strength and 
His Spirit, now and every day. Amen. 



BELGOCUARTZ SURFACE IS AT 
HOME INSIDE OR OUT... 


Quartz... A stunning natural Mineral & Epoxy resin are 
now brought together to give you Belgoquartz. 

A surfacing innovation for the 21st Century. 

• Hard wearing for extra-long life 

• Over 600 colour options of finish 

• Colourfast process means constant standard of colour 

• Major European Company with over half a million satisfied customers 

• Different grades for interior or exterior uses 

• A nationwide network of fully trained installers & distributors 


Rinti touav or send for our full colour brochure 


e (0202) 761008 

Send to:- Belgoquartz (Bournemouth) 

FREEPOST (BH 1426) Poole, Dorset. 

Yes. Arrange a free No Obligation Survey and Quotation. 
□ Driveways □ Patios Q Floors 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Name 

Address 


Who's Who in the Diocese 


THE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Tel: 0865 244566. 


AREA BISHOPS AND ARCHDEACONS 
Berkshire 

Bishop of Reading: The Right Revd John Bone, 
Greenbanks, Old Bath Road, 

Sonning, Reading RG1 0SY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Venerable Michael Hill, 
Foxglove House, Love Lane,Donnington, Newbury 
RG13 2JG. Tel: 0635 552820. 

Buckinghamshire: 

Bishop of Buckingham: The Right Revd Simon 
Burrows , Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks HP6 9BD. Tel: 0494 862173 
Archdeacon: The Venerable John Morrison, 

60 Wendover Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 9LW. 
Tel: 0296 23269. 

Oxfordshire 

Bishop of Dorchester: The Right Revd Dr Anthony 
Russell, Holmby House, Sibford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon OX1 
5RG. Tel: 029 578 583. 

Archdeacon: The Venerable Frank Weston, 
Christ Church, Oxford OX1 1DP. T el: 0865 276185. 
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Post Code 

Home Telephone No 
Work Telephone No. 


Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience to get the 
right model for your individual 
needs. 

(> ( 0296 ) 415003 
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